








Emilio Biagini

Development, conflict and globalization

There is no universally accepted definition of
development, but a neutral statement such as proc-
ess of innovative structural change in the economic,
political and cultural fields, gives many advantages. It
allows historical interpretation of past processes
and understanding of current ones, constantly
calling attention on the true motor of develop-
ment: internal innovation (something that no exter-
nal aid can replace). Globalization tends to be
reified by many authors: one hears that “globaliza-
tion does this or does that”. It is not so. Globaliza-
tion, like any other development process (such as
the agricultural “revolution” of the Neolithic or
the Industrial Revolution), by itself does nothing.
Rather, globalization is moved by the innovative
activities of dynamic actors. It is not in itself a
prime mover, although it may act as multiplier of
these activities. Last but not least, a neutral defini-
tion leaves space for the negative sides of develop-
ment, as no one can guarantee that innovations
will not have adverse outcomes.

The main points to be borne in mind in a gen-
eral theory of development are: the nature (static
or dynamic) of the society, the interaction of hu-
man activity with the physical environment, the
Centre-Periphery relationships (essential for his-
torical interpretation), the stages of development
(it is rather surprising that some geographers still
make reference to the stages of old Rostow), and
the unavoidable and ubiquitous conflict. Globali-
zation is a process (or the process) of the highest
importance, not only economic but also political
and cultural. It is still an ongoing process. In
rough approximation, we can say that, out of six
billion human beings, only one billion people

(belonging to the most advanced countries) are
truly active globalizers. Three more billion (in
particular India, China, Brazil and some others)
can be regarded as passive globalizers, in that they
are getting increasingly dynamic and being gradu-
ally included into the global world (although
some of their regions might be more dynamic
than the some comparatively static regions of de-
veloped countries). Only two billion people are
still in a marginal position and unglobalized. Un-
derdevelopment means precisely having too little
dynamism and innovative capability to be includ-
ed (yet) in the globalized world.

What about the enemies of the global world? In
the poorer countries people seem to be aware of
the advantages of globalization rather more than
those of developed countries, a fact which no en-
emy of globalization has ever explained or even
tried to explain. The enemies are mainly two: the
noglobal movement and Islamic fundamentalism.
Their conflictual relationship to the globalizing
centres of the world is the leading theme of this
volume, wich tries to attract attention to facts, not
to vague “discourse”. A dominant, and most unfor-
tunate, trend of today’s “human” geography is
precisely “discourse”, “relativism”, “weak think-
ing”, with the result that “geographers have devel-
oped a disturbing — even dysfunctional — habit of
missing out on important intellectual and politi-
cally significant debates” (Dicken 2004). What is
globalization? Beyond a vague perception of
something having to do with “imperialism”, and
therefore “bad”, a great many geographers and
non-geographers are unable to go.

It is doubtful that such “weak philosophizing”
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Carlo Da Pozzo

Geopolitics and globalization

Riassunto. - Geopolitica e globalizzazione

Con la “guerra fredda” si delineava uno scenario nel
quale le tre maggiori superpotenze (USA, URSS e Cina)
spostavano la competitivita sul piano dell’informazione
e dell’innovazione tecnologica, con l'ausilio di ‘quinte
colonne’. 11 conflitto cosi controllato si trasformava in
vantaggio, confermando il principio sistemico che la
lotta fra le parti non ¢ distruttiva ma ¢ funzionale al
mantenimento dell’ordine del sistema. Ma in USSR la
crescita del complesso militare-industriale era ipertrofi-
ca a danno dell’industria civile, con diminuzione della
produttivita, stagnazione tecnica e impoverimento del
paese, causa della scomparsa dell’URSS. A sua volta la
Russia entra in crisi per gravi problemi etnici e politico-
sociali. Anche la Cina entra in crisi: alla politica di rifor-
me economiche e di apertura all’estero si accompagna-
no lotte politiche di vertice, campagne contro corruzio-
ne e criminalitd, scontri sociali e conflitti etnici (rivolta
di Lhasa del 1987, movimento islamico nella provincia
autonoma dello Xinjiang-Uygur), mentre persiste il
nodo di Taiwan. Negli USA al successo politico interna-
zionale si unisce quello economico. I Paese diventa
I'unica superpotenza mondiale, ma si aggrava lo scon-
tro ideologico-culturale con movimenti di oppositori,
interni ed esterni, con esplicito riferimento alla globa-
lizzazione. La dissimetria delle forze in campo ¢& sola-
mente in apparenza a vantaggio dell’attore “statale™: la
nuova guerra asimmetrica produce “la disfatta del vinci-
tore” se quest’ultimo non capisce meglio il suo avversa-
rio e non sa opporglisi con flessibilita, in maniera coe-
rente su spazi diversi. E una guerra soprattutto di infor-
mazione e comunicazione. Se la “disfatta del vincitore”
sembra cominciare ad esser compresa dall’attore “stata-
le”, nella conduzione politica non si vede ancora una
capacita di capire meglio 'antagonista, probabilmente
perché la rete a maglie aperte di quest’ultimo, consen-
tendogli congiungimento e scioglimento di elementi
non sempre omogenei, ne maschera identita e strategia,

trovando anche copertura nelle manifestazioni di dis-
senso interne all’Occidente. Comunque si vogliano in-
tendere la dicotomia islamica del mondo (diviso in
“casa della pace” dominata dagli islamici che vi applica-
no la “sharia”, e “casa della guerra” dove gli islamici non
comandano), lo spostamento dell’origine del conflitto
dal piano ideologico a quello economico indebolisce
l'attore “politico”, obbligandolo a impegni considerevo-
li di energia per obiettivi potenzialmente anche contro-
producenti.

Introduction

The present writer has pointed out earlier (Da
Pozzo 1985) that it was only possible to keep in-
vestigating geopolitics by bearing in mind Raffes-
tin’s (1980) lesson on power geography, thereby
turning the old political geography into a geogra-
phy of territory viewed as a system arising from the
interaction of energy and information displayed
by the various actors. Within that context, the
world system could be conceptualized as a set of
subsystems integrated in various ways and at differ-
ent levels of intensity, each subsystem reaching out
with a different range of action, reflected by terri-
torial control as well as by the internal energy-in-
formation balance and by the strategies adopted.
The most effective indicator of such capabilities
was given by the technologies employed in territo-
rial control and warfare.

It is a well known fact that the greatest concen-
tration of global range, highly destructive weapons
belong to the USA and the USSR, and it is also a
fact that China is swiftly catching up with the other
two powers, thanks to its efforts in the field of mis-
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The need to strengthen the role of politics

The collapse of the Berlin Wall, besides mark-
ing the disappearance of one the great world pow-
ers, marks the fall of the prevalence of its model of
priority of the “political actor” upon the “econom-
ic”, and the latter is further strenghtened by the
territorialization  generated by globalization,
which the “political actor” seems unable to gov-
ern. Moreover the “economic actor” enjoys the
advantage, like the “ideological actor”, of an open
and flexible network, and also capitalizes on the
notion that his “economic support” is “indispensa-
ble” to the “political actor”. It follows a feedback
whereby, as the economy rules, politics is regarded
as responsible for new or lingering problems, in-
ternal or external, and therefore becomes the tar-
get of farflung attacks which weaken it and in-
crease its submission to the economy.

It is a perverse feed back, on the same line as
that eccess of economicism which, as already
stressed several years ago (Da Pozzo 1991, 1992),
marred an understanding of ecosistems and, after
producing multiple disasters, claimed to be able
to solve problems by further “economic” inputs.
In conclusion, if the idea that innovative informa-
tion capable to bring about a replacement of oil
with a different energy source will deprive the “an-
tagonist” actor of his main support is probably
true, a different pattern of relationships between
the “political actor” and the “economic” is called
for, lest another “antagonist actor” emerge, sup-
ported by some other pressure group linked to the
new energy source.

It is therefore plain, in systems logic, that in-
creasing allometric growth plunges the system
into a crisis: but the ideologization of problems
mentioned above is obscuring the economic al-
lometry. In other words, many do not realize that
phenomena of "concentration”, “specialization”,
“continuous growth” (of income or population,
no matter), and so forth, are all processes moved
by the present logic, but opposed to those ruling
the ecosystem. Bearing in mind that the same eco-
nomicistic approach is applied to the measures for
environmental protection, which calls for a reori-
entation, including a speedy recover of strength
and credibility of the “political” actor, not in ide-
ological terms denying the value of globalization,
but aiming at reorganizing space on the basis of
rational strategies.

Besides the large scale processes outlined
above, the economic literature of Anglo-Saxon
countries increasingly stresses the need of “glocal’
(global+local) development to give space to the

local ability to manage rules and global flows. I am
persuaded that a geographic glocal should be de-
veloped, based on a renewed governance of the
territory, the seat of local day to day activity. This
is where the political actor has, nowadays, the
greater practical opportunity of balancing the eco-
nomic actor, thereby tempering market logic with
a planning practice grounded on scientific ration-
ality, introducing zoning controls and building a
network of local success stories. This may allow the
realization of the overworked (to nausea level)
“sustainable development” not in its belittling eco-
nomic meaning, but in the broader and desirable
sense of way of life sustainability.
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Massimo De Leonardis

Conflict in inter-state relations

Riassunto. - I conflitti nei rapporti interstatali

La guerra ¢ antica come il mondo. Il vero problema
¢ se mai spiegare 'origine del pacifismo che é estrema-
mente recente e risale alla reazione emotiva ai massacri
delle due guerre mondiali. La guerra ¢ cambiata moltis-
simo nel corso del tempo, sebbene le linee essenziali
siano rimaste sostanzialmente simili. Oggi sono scom-
parsi sia la dichiarazione di guerra sia il trattato di pace.
I conflitti sono divenuti endemici. Il fatto che I'Europa
sia stata scarsamente coinvolta in guerre aperte dopo la
fine della seconda guerra mondiale, almeno fino ai
conflitti in Bosnia e nel Kosovo negli anni Novanta, ha
creato un senso di falsa sicurezza. Inoltre I'interesse alla
pace maschera il fatto che alcune nazioni vogliono con-
servare lo staus quo senza dover combattere, ed altre
vogliono cambiarlo pure senza dover combattere. In
realtd non € con il pacifismo che ¢é stata vinta la guerra
fredda contro il comunismo, e neppure col pacifismo
pud vincersi la guerra contro il terrorismo. In quanto
idea astratta portata avanti senza badare alle conseguen-
ze reali, il pacifismo € moralmente assai meno difendi-
bile del realismo, che si limita a prendere atto dell’ine-
vitabilita dei conflitti.

Political systems, international relations and
types of war

“War appears to be as old as mankind, but
peace is a modern invention” (Sir Henry Maine,
quoted by Howard 2000). This sentence of a 19th
century English legal scholar gives expression to a
proven fact. On the constant presence of war in
history we might provide anthropological, psycho-
logical, sociological explanations (Wright 1942).
To limit ourselves to historical ages, from the bat-

tle of Thermopylae to the Hiroshima bomb, war
has known countless varieties; however, The art of
war by Sun Tzu, dating back to the 6th century BC
is still reprinted and studied in military academies.
Some “novelties” are not so new under a concep-
tual viewpoint after all.

Theological explanations are also possible
(Gaudiwm et spes): a Catholic knows well that “inso-
far as men are sinful, the threat of war hangs over
them, and it will hang over them until the return
of Christ”. It is known that von Clausewitz {1980)
defines war as “not {...) a mere political act, but a
true instrument of politics, a follow-up of the polit-
ical procedure, its continuation with other
means”. Since man is a “political animal”, a close
relation must exist between human nature and
war. War, in fact is more ancient than political
institutions, “war antedates the State, diplomacy
and strategy by many millennia” (Keegan 1994).
We are going to examine here above all the evolu-
tion of war in the contemporary age, and its link
with changes in international relations (Best 1980,
1982, Bonanate 1998, Bond 1984, Howard 1983).

The fact that war was regarded as a “natural”
phenomenon, did not exclude a condemnation of
its evils. Without indulging to pacifism, the
Church, from St. Augustine onwards, made clear
the rules of just war, both as jus ad bellum and as jus
in bello. Humanists also entered the fray: Erasmus
from Rotterdam defined Mars “the stupidest of all
the (...) gods”, in an essay attacking war on emo-
tional rather than rational grounds (Howard
1981). By will of rulers, “the exhortation to peace,
accompanied by detailed and dramatic descrip-
tions of the benefits of peace, opened with long
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it can separate two ethnic groups, but cannot
oblige them to live together. Conditions for suc-
cessful peace enforcement operations are: “Clear
and achievable political goals; political will to en-
force the ceasefire; commitment to contribute
substantial forces; assignment of all troops to an
integrated command structure; international le-
gitimization of the intervention; political support
for the use of force when national interests are not
at stake” (Mazarr 1993). But the West lacks the
necessary tools, i.e. the rough infantries who con-
quered its empires in the past, essential for the
success of operations of this kind, of low intensity
and long duration, during which Western techno-
logical superiority cannot be easily brought into
play (Jean 1995b).

The case of Bosnia has shown on the contrary
that UN soldiers have been unable to secure
peace, being devoid of the credit of NATO troops,
whose military force is a precondition of human-
itarian intervention.

Evaluation of the Kosovo war is highly contro-
versial, and likewise controversial is the concept of
“humanitarian  interference” (De Leonardis
2001). One declared goal of NATO military action
was to prevent a “humanitarian catastrophe”, but
this has become far more serious just after the
onset of bombardments (according to the OECD,
on March 23, 1999 there were 69,500 Kosovar ref-
ugees, but they had soared to 862,979 on June 9).
The other goal was to oblige the Yugoslav govern-
ment to accept the solution of a broad autonomy
for Kosovo. The outcome is self-evident: the utter
impossibility to persuade the two ethnic groups of
the region to live together, and a drive to an inde-
pendence which no one said to be prepared to
foster. In general, the display of a new internation-
al engagement in favour of human rights and
against repressive actions by governments seems
to have missed the target. On the contrary, the
attack autonomously decided by NATO has legiti-
mized unilateral intervention by powers which,
due to their importance and the availability of
nuclear weapons, do not fear American interfer-
ence, and in fact Moscow, in entirely reasonable
fashion in terms of Realpolitik, has carried out a
harsh repression in Chechnya, while the West ac-
quiesced uneasily. on the one hand, a feeling of
insecurity has been fostered among leaders fear-
ing external intervention, and this could lead to
an escalation of military expenses, including those
for nuclear hardware. On the other hand, by
claiming that action in Kosovo and not elsewhere
was due to the fact that this is a European region,
has lessened the credibility of intervention in oth-

er continents, where dictators could therefore feel
secure.

At the press conference of April 25, 1999, con-
cluding the NATO summit in Washington, Mrs.
Albright, in reply to a question on the risk of an
escalation with other ethnic minorities of former
Yugoslavia, beginning with the Hungarians of Vo-
jvodina, entering the struggle to achieve autono-
my, replied: “I think we should see that dealing
with these issues in a military way, or by use of
force or violence, is not the way to solve anything.
It just adds to the problems.” (Press briefing con-
cluding the NATO 30th Anniversary and Euro-
Atlantic Partnership Council Meetings, Washing-
ton, April 25, 1999, http://www.usia.gov/topical/
pol/eap/alberg25.htm). A humanitarian war risks
to raise dangerous expectations, as the world is
full of potential ethnic wars, which could be
stirred up by the example of Kosovo.

The credibility of the military instrument has
been undermined by the abuse of a caricature of
Churchill’s rhetoric, whereby Clinton has misused
the term “genocide”, describing for instance the
Kosovo conflict as “a great battle between the forc-
es of integration and those of disintegration; be-
tween the forces of globalism and those of tribal-
ism”, and above all the misuse of the concept of
“vital interests”, which usually points to something
which could not be renounced, something essen-
tial for national security, which, if threatened,
must be defended in full strength of arms. By
defining “vital” the intervention in the Balkans,
the Clinton administration has devalued the term.
By showing from the very earliest day an obsessive
preoccupation to avoid casualties among its own
soldiers, it has deprived of any credibility its own
statements or, worse, has given a clear sign of be-
ing unprepared to risk a “great battle”, for a “vital
question”. By fighting a conflict in which casual-
ties have been almost entirely among civilians,
overturning the traditional logic of war and a re-
lapse from the rules laboriously worked out over
the centuries, the prestige of the military institu-
tion has been undermined and strengthened the
arguments of pacifists and antimilitarists. An intol-
erable asymmetry has emerged between the well
sheltered soldiers of the alliance and the infinitely
vulnerable civilians whom the expedition was sup-
posed to save (Alan Finkielkraut, interviewed in
Corriere della Sera, May 29, 1999). Zbigniew Brzezin-
ski (Corriere della Sera, June 16, 1999) has admitted
that to the rest of the world the war American-style
smacks of high tech racism. Its hidden precondi-
tion is that the life of one of our soldiers is more
worth than those of thousands of Kosovars.
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number of key posts in the Law Courts, the media,
the schools, the universities, where entire faculties
are invariably of one colour, and non-communists
are sometimes afraid to express their opinions.

Another adverse consequence was that the en-
suing lack of political turnover inevitably brought
forth corruption: governments lasted just a few
months (so very little real government activity
took place after 1960), but the people in power
were invariably the same (unless thev died), so
that opportunities for squeezing money out of the
State were very promising, ann the probability of
discovery appeared low. “Tangentopoli” (bribe-
town) ensued, when the Communists thought to
be able to destroy judicially all other parties and
take over. However, the unrest of that fateful 30th
June — in spite of having brought forth such dras-
tic changes — took place in one day only, was con-
fined to the central De Ferrari Square and did not
involve the common citizens and the production
structures to any considerable extent.

The unrest of the 30th of June was obviously
engineered by the Communist Party. On the con-
trary, the three days of true “intifada” of 2001 defy
a single ideological label. Due to the deep ideolog-
ical and political coma of the Left at worldwide
level, the ideological hues of the various antago-
nist movements have become extremely diversi-
fied. They also seem far more vital than the organ-
ized parties of the left. The latter appear rather
inclined to side with the movements (sometimes
passively, occasionally with doubts and criticism},
rather than being able to shape and control them.

The “official” Left in a quandary

In order to put such weakness and confusion of
the “official” Left into proper focus, it is useful to
consider some remarks coming just from men by
no means belonging to the Right. On the Espresso,
a journal well known for its relentless attacks and
coarse mockeries against Berlusconi and his fam-
ily, as well as totally bent on sanctify the judges of
the Milan pool, Giampaolo Pansa commented at
the time: “When the history of the chaotic days of
Genoa will be written, someone will have to re-
member that the last political event immediately
before that, has been the utterly grotesque news
that the leading politicians of the “Democratici di
sinistra” (the post-communist party), on the
evening of Tuesday July 17, had decided to take
part ot the demonstrations against the “Empire of
Evil” called G8. And they invited to march not only
the heads of the party, ie themselves, but also their

followers. Why do I sav this is grotesquer Because,
when they had Italy under their sway and Massimo
D’Alema was the premier, the “Democratici di sin-
istra” were precisely those who offered to host the
meeting in “a leftwing city”, that’s to say Genoa.
Because if the leaders of the “Oak” (the symbol of
the post-communist party), had won the elections
on May 13, they would now be sitting in the very
heart of the “red zone”, close to Emperor Bush
and the other vice-Emperors. Because now the
post-communist bosses, on tow of people like Ag-
noletto and Casarini, are putting under siege their
comrades of the European left, Blair, Jospin,
Schroeder. What happened at the Botteghino of
via Nazionale (the Roman headquarters of the
post-communists) was explained by someone who
knows very well the twisted post-communist phys-
iology: Armando Cossutta. He said to the journal-
ists: ‘No wonder, my boys, the congress is at hand.
The Left wing of the party does not want to be
overtaken by the environmentalists. The rest of
the party does not want to be overtaken by its Left
wing’. Hence the slogan: en masse to Genoa! To
pick up a few votes to the Left. And above all, if we
wish to recall the curse of an old slogan, in order
not to have any enemies on the Left.” (Vespa 2001:
406-407).

On the special issue of Limes dedicated to the
facts of Genoa, Antonio Pennacchi, an old revolu-
tionary of “Servire il popolo”, today a supporter of
the post-communists, wrote: “The support of the
former communists to “no global” protests cries
revenge before God: it is simply a pendant of Sep-
tember 8 and the flight of the Savoia, is a breach
of the social pact, is the dissolution of the sense of
the State. We have organized G8, and have wanted
it in Genoa to satisfy comrade Burlando. Had we
won the elections, Rutelli would have gone there
instead of Berlusconi. If Bertinotti had not broken
the unity of the Left, D’Alema would have been
there. And you dare to protest? The Head of the
police and the commander of the Carabinieri had
been appointed by us. They were our people. As —
for instance — Zaccaria and Fabio Fazio. And you
talk of Pinochet? But had there been the dictator-
ship of the proletariate I wanted, you would have
been the first to be sent to Siberia ...” (Vespa 2001,
p. 407).

The antagonist movements
In spite of their extreme diversification, all

movements, from the more “pacifist” to the openly
violent ones, concur to form a synergic self-rein-
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Emilio Biagini

The alleged saviours of planet Earth

Riassunto. - I pretesi salvatori del pianeta
Terra

Le confuse basi ideologiche della contestazione an-
tiglobal si fondano sul neopaganesimo gnostico. Gli slo-
gan sono quelli ben noti, che evadono dai veri problemi
del “terzo mondo”, appellandosi ad un vago terzomon-
dismo. Altra radice ideologica ¢ quella della nevrosi
ecologista. Al contrario di quanto sostenuto dai noglo-
bal, le diseguaglianze sono sempre esistite e la globaliz-
zazione, fenomeno di graduale inclusione nei circuiti
commerciali ed informativi, tende piuttosto ad atte-
nuarle. I paesi che realmente rimangono indietro sono
quelli che, presi nella morsa di societa statiche, di gover-
ni autoritari e spesso corrotti, di burocrazie invadenti e
non meno corrotte, nella globalizzazione non riescono
ad inserirsi, e questo spiega perché ’antiglobalismo &
presente solo nei paesi sviluppati, in quanto si tratta di
un movimento di retroguardia postmarxista.

Introduction

The ideological justification underpinning the
violence unleashed through the streets of Genoa
during the G8 meeting is obviously rooted in
“third world” rethoric (the very expression “third
world” has been invented by estreme leftwing
propaganda) and environmentalism, besides hav-
ing links with neopaganism, in the form of nature-
worship, in line with neognostic philosophies. Its
spokesmen are the “peaceful” demonstrators and
their abettors: people who have taken on them-
selves the task, perhaps slightly ambitious, to save
the world. Selfsstyled “interpreters and legitimate
representatives of mankind”, they maintain that

the world is threatened by an iniquitous and pol-
luting globalization: a perverse process engi-
neered by the “masters of the planet”, a process
producing wealth for a few, poverty for all others
(a muddled “third world” ideology) and environ-
mental degradation (environmentalism). These
are exceedingly old contentions, which must now
undergo a rational examination.

The miracles of Saint Percentage

Saint Percentage is not on the calendar but
performs miracles. To the imagination it lends
reality to something which is far from real. The
secret lies in that aggregate 100% (20% of man-
kind owning 80% of the riches, while the remain-
der 80% of people owns only 20% of all riches,
therefore injustice and an urgent call for “redistri-
bution”). All this yields a decided impression of a
closed number, of a given amount which cannot
be increased, a cake that has mysteriously ap-
peared from somewhere, and that some malig-
nant wizards have cut into unequal parts. But the
economy is not a cake, it is a great number of con-
fectioners appointed to bake different cakes.
Some are good confectioners who make good
cakes, others are not so good, some waste or steal
the flour, the sugar and the other ingredients.
Some even sell the ingredients to buy a Kalashnik-
ov for themselves.

According to the current propaganda, the
wealthy, under the deforming lens of envy and
hatred, become automatically the parasytes of the
poor. Since many people rely on emotions caused
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The whole matter hangs upon the level of dyna-
mism of the sociely. If the opposing contention
were true, and the wealthy were rich only at the
expense of the poor, how could we possibly ex-
plain that countries which never possessed any
colonial empire, such as Sweden or Switzerland,
have an income per caput higher then Great Brit-
ain, which has ruled for centuries over the largest
colonial empire in history? Spain and Portugal
also had giant colonial empires and certainly did
not restrain themselves in exploiting them. But to
what use did they put the riches thus accumulat-
ed? Instead of investing them in productive activ-
ities, they built lavish palaces and purchased works
of art. As a consequence, the economies of the two
Iberian countries have lagged far behind the rest
of Western Europe. Their living standard began to
rise only when they undertook industrialisation, in
the second half of the 20" century, when colonial-
ism was long gone.

On the contrary, England and Holland in the
16" century, before undertaking the conquest of
their colonial empires, and even before entering
the great circuits of world commerce, which was
being formed on the wake of great geographic
discoveries, were the two wealthiest countries in
the world. Why? The answer is straightforward,
perhaps too straightforward for those who like
complications, allowing a broader range of prop-
aganda maneuvre: local innovations, local entre-
preneurship, exploitment of local resources with
local manpower. An efficient agriculture (com-
pared with contemporary standards), coal mining,
metallurgy, wool cloth making, in England. High
quality agriculture, linen cloth, fishing of North
Sea herrings and their export after smoking them,
in Holland. These were the economic recipes of
the two countries which are sill among the most
meaningful among those having a high develop-
ment level. The riches of India and Indonesia,
forthcoming great colonial objectives of these two
European powers, were still to come to the fore.
Colonial conquest was a consequence, and not the
cause, of their strength, which took the form of
military and political power, in comparison with
the weakness of the future colonies. Weakness has
always invited aggression. Exploitment took place,
no one denies it, but it was by no means the cause
of the imbalance in riches and power.

And after all, how did India and Indonesia fare,
before being colonised, respectively by the British
and the Dutch? “Third worldism” has emphasized
their wealth, Golconda diamonds, for example, to
compare them with their present widespread pov-
erty which is alleged to be due to colonial (and

neocolonial) dependency. But, the fabulous
wealth of precolonial India was held by the maha-
rajas, while poverty had always been the common
lot of the mass of the population long before the
Indians heard of such thing as the British Empire.
Moreover, Indian poverty is receding. And what
about the vast modern sector of the Indian econ-
omy, including the great computer pole of Banga-
lore, largely responsible for solving the problem of
the dreaded “millennium bug”?

Severely depressed conditions existed in the
Precolumbian empires: yes, the Inca swam in (un-
productive) gold, but what of his subjects, system-
atically held in humiliating subjection? If they,
trembling, had to visit the Inca, were obliged to
carry a weight tied on their back, in order to stress
their abysmal inferiority, and the fact that perhaps
this was not felt as something humiliating, “be-
cause it was part of their own culture”, as the rel-
ativist anthropologist would say, just makes things
worse. And when they were sacrificed to ferocious
and cannibal gods? These gods, in the diabolical
mythologies prior to evangelisation, were deemed
to “need” drinking human blood to live. Our rel-
ativist friend would object, again, that “so was their
culture”, and it was not felt as a negative thing.
And again, the answer is that this just makes the
case even blacker. Asia, Precolombian America,
Africa (at least the better organised tribal king-
doms) lived in the tradition of oriental despotism,
in which the ruler was master of everything, in-
cluding the life and the death of all his subjects. In
Russia, oriental despotism was introduced by the
Mongolic invasion in the early 13" century, and
this heavy heritage accounts for a great many
things, in terms of non existent democratic tradi-
tions, of economic backwardness, of elephantlike
bureaucracy, of political “justice” used to destroy
any opposition to the regime and not to protect
the common people against common criminals:
this was, and to some extent still, the conditon of
the desperate Eurasian lands where communism
has found an easy ground and has taken roots.

Leaving aside the exceptional case of Indian
weavers (prevented by caste barriers from chang-
ing occupation to escape the competition of Brit-
ish cloth, during the colonial age), on which Len-
in (1916) insisted so much, taking it to be the
general rule of all European imperialism, it is
impossible to sustain that colonialism invariably
worsened the economic conditions of colonial
peoples, first of all because it would be hard to
find something to worsen the situation even more,
and moreover because in the colonies something
has been built (the Indian railways have been the
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contain the number of obnoxious human beings.
What an excellent thing, abortion. The unborn
child is sacrificed to the comfort of adults, and in
this wav more room can be found for the animal
species threatened by human encroachment. The
sweet moralists so deeply moved by the cruel des-
tiny of seals have apparently no qualms for the
children murdered before their birth. Extremist
ecologism, by disowning the Western open society,
is also responsible of throwing discredit upon the
only effective controls on environmental prob-
lems, exercised thanks to transparency of informa-
tion.

Precisely the democratic control exercised in
the West by the people upon economic initiatives
has prevented the dreadful environmental havoc
brought forth by communist industrialisation in
Eastern Europe and in the Eurasian plains. In
Ucraine, oil pollution is such that a lighted ciga-
rette stump thrown into the Dnjeper has set fire
on a river stretch several kilometers long. The
burning of coal in the open air has poisoned the
people from East Germany to the Urals and be-
yond. The Kara peninsula has become a danger-
ously radioactive area. The hydrology of the Rus-
sian great plains are in disastrous disarray, large
parts of the taiga are dying due to the lowering of
the water table, the Kara Bogaz has been dried up
and steppe winds are scattering many million tons
of salt over the fields in Central Asia, lakes and
rivers are dead all over Russia and Siberia. The
highly hazardous Three Gorges project (involv-
ing, among other things the dislocation of more
than one million people) in the strongly dias-
trophic area of Central China poses a serious
threat: in the event of major earthquake, the con-
sequences will be too ghastly to contemplate.
More of this in a further contribution, by Corona,
in the present volume.

Environmental protection is a serious matter:
in the Western countries evaluations of environ-
mental impact for every major project are justly
mandatory. What is not acceptable, instead, is ex-
treme ecologism, which is not science, but a fash-
ionable ideology, a form of mystique clothed in
scientific terms culled from truly scientific ecolo-
gy. It is a kind of pantheism, evidently rooted in
the neognosis, in awe in front of “mysterious forc-
es of nature”, which fires gullible spirits wishing to
feel themselves part of a “grand project to save the
planet”. After rejecting Christianity, with its ob-
noxious Ten Commandments (“Do as you please”,
was the motto of diabolical initiation of the Hell-
Fire Club, a highly significant product of the 18™
century English Enlightment), the human soul is

thirsty of purpose and meaning, and tries to find
it in gnosis. The gnostic ideology rejects the limit-
ed human perfection, it is the frenzy of those who
“do not tolerate not to be God” (Samek Lodovici
1991), and thanks to “a magic jump beyond the
mirror of reality”, hope to find the edenic world.

It is an extremely old heresy: harking back to
the dawn of Christianity, with clearly pre-Christian
forerunners. It reappeared in thousand different
shapes and versions. The myths of the “good sav-
age”, of “mother nature”, of the “living planet “,
are some of its most recent idols. The ideology of
“Gaia”, the living planet, is but a reissue of the
heathen Gea or Mother Earth. Of course, any
planet is but a big stone revolving around a star,
which can or cannot offer physical and chemical
conditions favourable to life. The idea of “Gaia” is
mystic, not scientific. Confronted by these forms
of irrationality, it matters little that ecology, the
truly scientific one, has shown the high resilience
of ecosistems (Holling 1978), or the fact that the
very concept od sustainable development is utterly
vague and needs, at the very least, a careful re-
interpretation and redefinition.

It matters little that the Club of Rome has al-
ready been obliged to reasses many times its cata-
strophich predictions that had been proved utter-
ly wrong, thereby causing the Club to become the
target of devestating criticism (Clark 1973, La-
rouche 1983). In the meantime, misguided fanat-
ics are prepared to make use of highly unconven-
tional methods to prevent the broadening of a
road necessary to ease traffic and prevent acci-
dents: they dig tunnels and bar them with steel
doors to forestall their pursuers. Their presence
underground prevents bulldozers from coming
into action for fear to cause a collapse of the tun-
nels on the human moles. They chain themselves
to trunks, or even nail themselves to them; in short
they seek sacrifices they probably would not even
dream of undertaking to save a human being or
their very soul.

In accordance with the newly rising heathen-
ism, one finds in ecologism all the moral features
of the old pagan world: infanticide by exposure
under the cloak of legalised “therapeutic” abor-
tion to prevent the spread of human life, the de-
nial of a special place in nature to man (degraded
to an animal among animals), the cult of the
Mother Earth, tree worship, and worship of water
sources and animals, a rampant superstition which
enriches without measure such individuals as “ma-
gicians”, seers and quacks (he who does not be-
lieve in God is by no means a “free” thinker, but a
conceited being ready to believe anvthing), the
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which accounts for the fact that WWF, instead of
loudly denouncing the incident as one more piece
of evidence on the environmental hazards, has
kept singularly quiet about the whole business.

It is not necessary to examine in detail the var-
ious environmentalist groups, more or less alike in
terms of aims, philosophy and (double) standars
of behaviour, neither would it be any use to con-
sider the further developments of ecologism,
which has tediously continued to harp constantly
on the same tune. What would be the outcome,
were this kind of environmentalism to be entirely
successful? Probably nothing different than a
worsening of what is already taking place: (i) a
huge increase in wealth of the financial and oil
lobbies sponsoring the movement; (ii) stagnation
in the poorer countries and a halt to the positive
effects of globalization; (iii) continued domi-
nance of the Anglo-Saxon north Atlantic econom-
ic bloc, which controls huge oil reserves, upon
Germany, France, Italy, and the rest of Europe,
countries far less well provided with oil, whose
interest would be rather to rely on nuclear power.
However, in view of the strength deriving to terror-
ist organizations, such as Al Quaeda, precisely
from oil, it is quite possible that the USA and the
UK may decide to lessen the dependence on oil
for political considerations overriding the inter-
ests of oil tycoons, and this will give a boost to the
adoption of other energy production methods,
including nuclear power.

It seems that the nuclear industry tries to influ-
ence the environmental movement too, and the
campaign against carbon dioxyde increase in the
atmosphere began, having as a major target all
fossil fuels. This attempt by opposing lobbies to
have the environmentalists side with them, leads
the ecologist movement to attack any kind of de-
velopment (though some lip service is paid to “sus-
tainable development”, whatever this may mean,
or “alternative paths to development”, just anoth-
er expression of quite uncertain meaning). This is
exactly what a definite section of the industrial
world wants: i.e. all those who have invested huge
amounts of capital in long mature technologies:
oil, cars, rubber, and all linked activities.

Ecological totalitarianism

Many of the founder members of the Friends of
the Earth came from the associations Planetary
Citizens and World Federalists, closely linked with
the Free Masons. The cream of the financial aris-
tocracy of the Anglo-Saxon world belongs to these

two associations, whose goal is the union of the
world under a single government. The world gov-
ernment idea is not new. It was one of the strong
pieces of the Enlightenment, such as in the pam-
phlet Zum ewigen Frieden of 1795, by Immanuel
Kant, who suggests that a government of that kind
could guarantee “eternal peace”. It may well be
asked how could this be reconciled with reality
and with Christian doctrine, which promises
peace only on an eschatological perspective and
prophesizes that war (Armagheddon) will be with
us to the end of time, which will be time of the
Antichrist. The Enlightenment, it is well known,
rejects the Christian Revelation and, being a form
of neognosis, maintains that mankind can achieve
peace by its own efforts, becoming united in
brotherly embrace which can only be that of the
masonic brotherhood. It must also be borne in
mind that most Free Masons have no idea of what
their sect is all about: there is a great numer of
initiation steps, and only the puny clique at the
top, is in the know; the others are just led by the
nose and most probably they have joined merely
in the hope to gain advantage for their careers in
the first place.

It is far from difficult to grasp what kind of
world government would arise from extreme en-
vironmentalism: a dictatorship swayed by the él-
ite financial world, to the serious detriment of
true entrepreneurship and of mankind in gener-
al. Who these paladins of such “new order” are,
is clear from the offices held by them and the
kinds of projects they like to foster. Norman
Cousins, founder of the World Federalists, be-
longed to the board of Directors of the Friends
of the Earth, member of the Aspen Institute and
manager of the Saturday Review. Douglas Dillon,
a powerful Wall Street banker, founded in 1961,
upon advice of Bertrand Russell, the Institute for
World Order (IWO), aiming at bringing about a
world government and sponsor of the project
Mobilization for Survival, with the declared pur-
pose of phasing out nuclear power and bring
about a decrease of the population. In 1980 Pres-
ident Jimmy Carter sponsored the study Global
2000, which called for draconian measures for
the reduction of the population of developing
countries. In 1989, the then Soviet foreign minis-
ter Eduard A. Sheverdnadze proposed at the
United Nations to turn the UN environmental
programme into and Environmental Council
with mandatory powers, with attendant severe
curtailing of national sovereignties. It is fitting
that such a proposal should come from the Sovi-
ets, who have been the inventors of “limited sov-
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pan the world speed record on rails at 530 kmh.
The installation of 235 million Gigawatt of elec-
tronuclear power and the doubling of transport
capacity of transport systems thanks to a high
speed maagnetic levitation rail lines make up the
core of a development programme, outlined by
Engdahl et al. (1991). This would benefit Europe
greatly, turning its central part into an economic
megalopolitan core of world signficance, easily
overcoming, among other things, the problem of
high energy consumption by magnetic levitation
rail lines: a classical case of linked innovations
increasing the sinergy of the economic system, as
was the case of the relation between steam engines
and textile machines in the First Industrial Revo-
lution. The intrinsically secure nuclear power re-
actors might be a solution to the energy problem,
if governments sufficiently determined could be
found to oppose a strong political will and a suit-
able information campaign to the hysterical rav-
ing of most environmentalists, which explodes as
soon as nuclear energy is mentioned. It is certainly
true that traditional reactors are at risk of leaking
radioactive gases, although it must be borne in
mind that the only truly serious accident, that of
Cernobyl, was caused by the obsolete structure of
the station, devoid of a suitable cover, and by the
idiotic management of the technicians, who were
testing the cooling system to see up to what point
the core would melt, till the core really melted.
Traditional nuclear reactors in the Western
countries, are far better built than the Soviet
ones, they have sturdy covers and sophisticated
multiple control systems which have more than
once prevented disasters. Even the Three Mile Is-
land accident in Pennsylvania, the most serious
ever to take place in the West, has had practically
no consequences. The environmentalists’ frenzies
which put the nuclear reactor on the same foot-
ing as the atomic bomb are therefore utterly
groundless, also because the nuclear fuel is quite
different from the radioactive material used for
warheads. Moreover a nuclear reactor can be sup-
plied by a single cargo plane and needs no further
fuel for ten years. On the contrary, a power station
using coal, oil or gas, needs a steady inflow of sup-
plies: the resupply of such a station allows there-
fore frequent bribes, while for a nuclear one the
bribe can be got only once. This accounts quite
well for the suspicious interest of politicians and
high State official to demonize nuclear power and
to favour other kinds of power production, more
expensive for the tax-payers, but more lucrative
for themselves. Besides, it is far from difficult to
figure out what reactions are being stirred up by

the idea of a network of nuclear power stations
such as to cut the use of oil down to size, at the
archaic courts of sheiks and in the air-conditioned
offices of the great oil companies, and what legal
and illegal methods such power groups may put
into the field to annihilate the nuclear option.
There is therefore an extremely sturdy network of
vested interests and superstitious hysteria seeking
to bar the way to a rational solution of the energy
problem.

Nevertheless, the hazard of traditional nuclear
power stations, though remote, is a real one. It is
therefore justified to do away, gradually, the extant
nuclear reactors, but not to replace them with
“clean” sources such as solar energy, wind or bio-
masses, which can be useful for integrative purpos-
es but cannot replace fuels entirely. To supply a
city with solar energy it would take a station as
large as a city itself, without considering cloudy
spells. Wind and biomasses are unreliable too if a
steady energy production is sought. The solution,
instead, can come from intrinsically secure nucle-
ar reactors, sheltered from core melting hazards
by the laws of physics. A new industrial revolution,
based on intrinsically secure nuclear power, mag-
netic levitation, transgenic agriculture and the
computer industry is possible, but against such an
economic leap objections and obstacles of any
kind are unleashed by powerful pressure groups
linked to the oil and car industries. By producing
cars upon cars, a crisis in the long run is inevitable.
Mature technology and a largely stagnant market
(at least in the developed world) are the two hand-
icaps of the car industry, to which we could add
urban air pollution and traffic congestion. New
solutions must be found, so that a new constella-
tion of highly innovative industries with wide mar-
ket prospects may arise. But will environmentalist
furies in the pay of oil tycoons allow it?

The need to defeat the reactionary interests of
the enemies of innovation is therefore para-
mount, if we are to foster development and gener-
ate much needed jobs. This can only be achieved
by means of a well organized information cam-
paign. It must be made clear, once again, that
while a rational protection of the environment is
a healthy policy worth of support, people must be
aware of the fact that the interested screams of
extreme environmentalists are robbing them of
their future prosperity.
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Luisa Corona

Water and globalization: environmental risks and

hydro-political conflicts

Riassunto. - Acqua e globalizzazione: rischi
ambientali e conflitti idro-politici

Con l'avanzare della globalizzazione, la popolazione
mondiale & aumentata, particolarmente nei paesi sotto-
sviluppati, grazie anche al progresso della medicina mo-
derna, dando luogo ad una crescente pressione sulle ri-
sorse idriche. Cio ha reso inevitabile I'intervento uma-
no, cosli che il corso naturale dei fiumi ¢ stato deviato
(Volga) e imponenti dighe sono state costruite (The
Three Gorges Dam), per sfruttare al meglio le risorse di-
sponibili. Spesso si tratta di opere colossali, risultanti da
progetti di ingegneria civile di elevatissimo standard tec-
nologico. Tuttavia, talvolta questi progetti non sono stati
realizzati col necessario approccio multidisciplinare
(diga del Vajont), base essenziale per una valida pianifi-
cazione territoriale in cui il rischio ambientale € una va-
riabile essenziale. In India e Israele, solo per menziona-
re pochi esempi, I'acqua ¢ una fonte di conflitti che sor-
gono non solo dalla scarsita idrica, ma, soprattutto, dal
fatto che il medesimo bacino idrografico (Gange, Gior-
dano) appartiene a paesi diversi. In tali casi, il conflitto
diviene inevitabile, soprattutto perché i paesi localizzati
a monte fanno “abilmente” leva sull’acqua. Cio & parti-
colarmente vero se tali paesi controllano anche le sor-
genti. Il processo di globalizzazione, che ha contribuito
a creare questa situazione, non appare capace di risolve-
re i conflitti idro-politici. Ne deriva che, il conseguimen-
to di soluzioni pacifiche e definitive appare ancora lon-
tano.

Globalization, demographic growth and water
resources

About 71% of the world surface is covered by
water: 97% of this huge amount is salt water con-

tained in the oceans, 2% is stored in the polar caps
and glaciers, and about 1% is underground; lakes,
soil humidity, rivers and the biological systems
account for only a minimal proportion. Conse-
quently, the amount of water, available for human
consumption, is small and unevenly distributed on
the surface of the Earth. In fact, about 80% of it is
concentrated in few lake basins (the Great Lakes
of North America, Tanganyka Lake, etc.) and in
very few major river systems (the Amazon River,
the Gange, the Yangtze, etc). Moreover, the rising
globalization, thanks also to the progress in mod-
ern medicine and to a better quality of life (at least
in the more developed countries), has produced a
significant demographic growth. In the last twenty
years, world population has increased by 60%,
with an attendant rising demand for water (for
drinking, agriculture, industry, etc.). The most de-
veloped countries (English-speaking world, West-
ern Europe, Japan), which represent the global
centre with prevailing active globalization, have
approximately one billion inhabitants and a very
low demographic growth rate, hardly 1% per year.
Other countries (China, India, Mexico, Brazil, just
to mention the most important amongst them)
make up the global inner periphery, characterized
by predominant passive globalization, gaining
growing benefits from the most developed ones,
and accounting together for approximately three
billion people. The remaining areas coincide with
the least developed world (Africa, part of Latin
America, Asian countries such as Cambodia) be-
cause of lack of a sufficiently dynamic society, and
they represent the external non-globalized pe-
riphery (Biagini, 2004). The population of these
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vation resulting from the construction of roads
and drains in the area in which the dam rises. One
of the determining causes was the exceptional
intensity of the rainfall recorded in the two
months before the landslide occurred. This rain-
fall made the weight of the rocky stratum increase,
produced the imbibition of its bed and conse-
quently a lubricating action of the gliding surface
of the future landslide. In the highest part of
Mount Toc, subject to karst erosion, water pene-
trated underground, undermining the solidity of
the rocky mass; the sudden filling and draining,
carried out during the months during which the
dam was tested, produced cracks in the rocks and
this, because of the infiltrating water, had washing
and removal effect (in solution and suspension) of
the cementing components.

Moreover, water exercised a tension between
interstitial grains within the rocks up to the point
of causing their “floatation”. This would explain
why the collapsing mass fell in a single block and
in a very short time. Rushing towards the realiza-
tion of gain, the SADE’s technicians and the same
Test Commission, forgot the necessary precau-
tions. In fact, limiting the capacity of the basin of
a few metres would have meant to recoup con-
struction costs in a longer time. Such costs, more-
over, had increased because of the unexpected
works (reinforcement of the dam’s shoulders and,
above all, the bypass canal) deemed necessary to
enhance the safety of the project. The pride of
being able to boast the higher dam in the world,
created by specialized Italian technicians, togeth-
er with an unfortunate rush towards profit, caused
them to fail to estimate correctly the geological
data and the significant signals warning of what
was to happen. All these concomitant causes were
sufficient to cause the uprooting of the landslide
stratums and the sliding, extremely fast, of the
immense mass that stroke into the valley of the
Vajont basin, all in a single block without any
break up.

The Three Gorges Dam on the Yangtze

The project for the Three Gorges Dam of the
Yangze River is the most impressive engineering
achievement of all times. It will give the opportu-
nity to take advantage of its hydroelectric poten-
tial, it will facilitate navigation and control the
turbulent nature of its waters. The Yangtze, the
longest river of China (6300 Km, the third longest
in the world), whose source is a tributary of the
Tuotuo River on the Qinghai-Tibet plateau, flows

through the Qinghai province, the Autonomous
Region of Tibet, the Sichuang, the Yunnan, the
Hubei, the Hunan, the Jiagxi, the Anhui and the
Jiagsu and eventually flows into the East China
Sea, at Shanghai.

Along its course, from the town of Fengjie to
that of Yichang, in the Hubei, for approximately
200 Km, the magnificent gorges of Qutang, Wuxia
and Xiling, known with the name of “The Three
Gorges”, extend. In the medium section of the
ravine of Xiling, that extends for 76 Km, the
Three Gorges dam is being built; it will be located
in the city of Sandouping (in the Hubei province).
The real father of this plan was Sun Yatsen, the
nationalist leader, first president of postimperial
China. In 1919, he wrote “a plan for industrial
development”, in which he introduced an impres-
sive scheme for a system of irrigation and flood
control aimed at generating electric power
through the construction of a series of large dams.
Sun supported this idea for the remaining six
years of his life and in his last documents he ex-
pressed a stronger and stronger belief in the fact
that a dam of such grandeur would have generat-
ed 30 million horsepower, producing, therefore,
an unimaginable wealth for the people living in
central China.

The idea was subsequently resumed in 1930-
1932, years in which an attempt was made to work
out a plan, in order to begin construction, but the
turbulent political situation did not allow to carry
such programs out. The USA, in 1944, promised
the Chinese government aid in order to realize
their plan but the civil war stultified all efforts. In
1949, the People’s Republic of China was born
and Mao Zedong together with Zhou Enlai enter-
tained again the idea of the dam. It was not before
1980 that studies of preparation of the work start-
ed. Justin 1991 the plan was ready to be presented
for approval, the following year, by the Congress
of the People. Such approval, like the following
works, were accompanied by a mounting wave of
controversies and boycotting campaigns by inter-
national environmentalist organizations.

The Chinese government, under the pressure
of such criticism, found itself alone to meet the
expenses for this work, since all the great inter-
national agencies, including the World Bank, with-
drew any support. No foreign enterprise is, there-
fore, directly involved in the works even if Europe
(Great Britain, Switzerland, Germany and France)
supplies generators and turbines. This plan of
multifunctional development schedules the con-
struction of a dam 185 m high and 2309 m long,
that it will create a basin of 1045 km?, with a stor-
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age capacity of 39,3 billions of m* enough to pro-
duce 18,2 million kW /year. This work will be fin-
ished in 17 years (1993-2009) and the generating
station will enter in full activity once works will be
completed. The cost of this work, interests and
devaluations included, varies from 24 to 35 billion
dollars.

The plan is divided in three phases: during the
first (1993-1997) the main course of the Yangtze
river has been blocked; in the second (1998-2003)
filling of the basin has officially begun (July 2003)
and during the third phase (2004-2009) four tur-
bines every year will be installed. By the end of the
construction works the largest and most impres-
sive hydroelectric generating station in the world
will have been created with its 26 turbines that will
produce 700,000 kW each, for a total capacity of
84,7 billion kilowatt-hour of electricity per year.
Moreover, such a system (with a distance that var-
ies from 500 to 1000 km from the load control
centres in eastern Sichuan and in northern, south-
ern, eastern and central China) will convey alter-
nating current, on 500-kilovolt cables, towards
eastern China and eastern Sichuan, and direct
current, still on 500-kilovolt cables, to eastern
China, and will be connected to electrical net-
works in the north and the south of China.

The Three Gorges Dam will not only play a
fundamental role in electric power generation but
also in the control of the turbulent waters of the
Yangtze, which have caused in the course of the
centuries, disastrous repeated flooding and have
been a source of traumas for the local popula-
tions. Some historical documents report that in a
span of 2000 years, between the Han Dynasty (206
B.C. - 220 AD.) and the Tsing Dynasty (1644-
1912), the river caused 214 severe floods. In the
course of the 20" century three relevant floods
took place, causing the death of 317,000 people.
Moreover, it has to be borne in mind that, the last
the flood so far, in 1998, hit 100 million people,
destroyed approximately 5 million houses and
submerged more than 200 million hectares of
land. The national economy was also heavily hit, in
fact, a tenth of the harvest of grain was lost. Im-
provement of navigation represents the third fun-
damental objective of the plan: it is expected that
barge tonnage, from Chongqging to Yichang (in
the Hubei province) will increase up to 10,000
tons and the annual cargo volume will reach 50
million tons in each direction.

Moreover a system of sluices and lifts for boats
will make navigation easier. The completion of
this plan will involve the creation of a reservoir
that will submerge 27,280 hectares of tillable land,

inundating 116 towns, 1711 villages, 1599 factories
and at least one million and three hundred thou-
sand people will be forced to leave their homes
and to move elsewhere. This “forced” relocation is
a particularly bad experience, especially for old
people, for whom changing house means to sce a
system of relations of solidarity so ancient as their
existence come to an end. On the other hand, the
attitude of the young people is completely differ-
ent: they regard the fact of moving to the new
cities (these have been built, with their 20-30 sto-
rey towers, upstream of those that will be soon
submerged) like an opportunity making it possi-
ble for them to enjoy a better quality of life. More-
over, with the creation of such basin, more than
one thousand archaeological sites will be com-
pletely submerged: an immense historical and
cultural heritage that has formed thanks to the
influence that the Yangtze River along its course,
above all in the area of the Three Gorges, has
exercised on culture and development of the an-
cient civilizations.

Action in order to safeguard and protect this
heritage has begun together with the plan for the
dam. For this purpose, the Chinese government
has invested a considerable amount of money: to
the tune of figures equalling the annual funds that
the same government allocates for the protection
of all the archaeological assets in the rest of the
Chinese territory. Among the protected monu-
ments, the White Crane’s Crest deserves special
mention: it is known as the most ancient hydro-
metrical station in the world. From 1993, many
specialists have made great efforts in order to find
a solution to safeguard it. After several failures,
they have worked out a method called “the con-
tainer without pressure”. With this method the
crest will be covered with a transparent non-pres-
surized container, so that it will be possible to
admire it even when it will be submerged.

The local fauna (the dolphin “baiji”, the stur-
geon of the old river, the river porpoise and the
Siberian crane) also resent the construction of
this reservoir. In fact these are animals whose sur-
vival is closely related to the life and the good
water quality of the Yangtze River. Such work will
drive these species, already severely threatened by
navigation that has drastically reduced their pop-
ulations, towards extinction. The Three Gorges
Dam, the greatest creation of hydraulic engineer-
ing of our times, already renamed “the Chinese
Wall of the XXI century”, is rising in a region in
which there is a remarkably dangerous environ-
mental risk: diastrophism. In fact, not far away
from the dam there are six active faults, one of
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Luciano Cau

Globalization and static societies: the case of Sardinia

Riassunto. - Globalizzazione e societa statiche:
il caso della Sardegna

II termine “globalizzazione” & uno dei concetti pin
controversi degli ultimi anni. Le idee sull’argomento si
dispongono sui versanti contrapposti di due spartiacque
che in parte si intersecano: da un lato gli ‘scettici’, dal-
Paltro i ‘globalisti’; le posizioni di questi ultimi general-
mente si attestano lungo le trincee contrapposte dei ‘no
global’ e dei ‘si global’. Il termine ‘globalizzazione’ vie-
ne quasi sempre caricato emotivamente di slogan, piut-
tosto che scientificamente analizzato. Il fenomeno va
letto in chiave geografica, come un processo di integra-
zione dei diversi sistemi spaziali in un unico a scala glo-
bale appunto. Allo stato attuale il livello di integrazione
¢ ben lungi dall’essere uniforme: variano i livelli di svi-
luppo, la dotazione di risorse, le capacita umane e infi-
ne le ‘faglie’ tra i diversi sistemi — culturali, religiose,
etniche, ideologiche — piuttosto che riassorbirsi si ap-
profondiscono e le occasioni di conflitto si moltiplica-
no. La globalizzazione ¢ da interpretarsi in chiave di
teoria conflittuale dello sviluppo. Dal momento che lo
sviluppo ¢ un concetto multidimensionale, cosi dovrem-
mo parlare di globalizzazioni al plurale: finanziaria, tec-
nologica, economica, culturale, politica, ecologica, geo-
grafica e sociologica. Le societd partecipano differente-
mente al processo di globalizzazione a seconda del livel-
lo di sviluppo raggiunto, dell’accessibilita degli spazi
occupati, della dotazione di risorse. Come lo sviluppo
puo essere endogeno o esogeno, cosi la globalizzazione
puo essere esercitata o subita. Per ciascuna societa que-
ste due forme si verificano contemporaneamente, con
livelli pitt 0 meno elevati di asimmetria tra le due forme.
Una variabile importante per spiegare tale asimmetria ¢
rappresentata dal livello di dinamicita delle diverse so-
cietd. La Sardegna rappresenta un caso di societa tradi-
zionalmente statica, che oggi da un lato manifesta segni
di dinamizzazione, dall’altra permangono preoccupanti

elementi di staticita, o anche di regresso. La partecipa-
zione alla globalizzazione da parte della Sardegna e
estremamente asimmetrica: la globalizzazione attiva, o
‘internazionalizzazione’ & quasi trascurabile, nonostan-
te qualche significativa eccezione. Essendo la globalizza-
zione un processo di integrazione, un ruolo chiave ¢
giocato dai trasporti e dalla logistica, ma la partecipazio-
ne della Sardegna in questo settore, per i propri bisogni
¢ insufficiente. La rivoluzione informatica e telematica,
che poteva rappresentare un settore piu libero dai vin-
coli posti all’economia dall’insularita, che pure era par-
tita bene, e stranamente in anticipo rispetto al ‘conti-
nente’, non ha avuto grande diffusione lungo la gerar-
chia territoriale. Lo scarso dinamismo demografico e la
crescente pressione migratoria costituiscono una mi-
naccia di globalizzazione subita in grado di cambiare
profondamente la struttura sociale e culturale dell’isola.

Globalization: a controversial concept

Globalization is perhaps one of the most popu-
lar catchwords of the last two decades, a word that
has captured the attention of societies at a “global”
scale. Hardly any socio-economic phenomenon
happens that is not immediately related to globali-
zation: the popularity of pop singers such as Ma-
donna, the worldwide spreading of religious fun-
damentalism, the success of “Star Wars”, the sourg-
ing wave of terrorism, the McDonald’s empire,
climate change phobia, the SARS pneumonia
scare.

Although this concept has become widespread
in the last two decades or so, its origin dates back
at least to the studies of sociologists such as Saint-
Simon and geopolitics scholars such as MacKinder
during the 19th and the beginning of the 20th
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cial, economic and political) underpins the forma-
tion of the European Union. Integration tends to
be regarded as a positive response to the disinte-
gration of traditional structures caused by globali-
zation. The EU is widely perceived as being on the
right scale to counterbalance the influence of the
other major integrated regions in the world” (De
Boe & Hanquet 1999, 7). The model of European
superstate that is being developed tends to be
strongly centralized and integration is being based
on interest just to receive aid. What will happen in
countries such as Italy, and particularly in Sardinia
once aid will be redirected to new EU members is
still to be seen.

The Union tends to aim at social cohesion and
policies aiming at this goal are based on “reducing
disparities  between  the levels of development of
the various regions” (Treaty on European Union,
title I, article 130a). By analogy the European
Union intends spatial and territorial cohesion as a
situation where all parts of the territory would
have equivalent opportunities in relation to terri-
torial features. Of course, the role and deploy-
ment of territorial parameters such as location,
altitude and climate (not to mention the distribu-
tion of land fertility, natural and cultural resourc-
es) indicates that complete compensation of such
disparities is an unachievable aim, even if efforts
can be made, at a cost, so as to alleviate the con-
straints of areas that are particularly disadvan-
taged.

Geoff Mulgan (1997) labels the current era one
of ‘connexity’: cultures, economies, social worlds,
politics and environments all become driven by
logics of increasingly intense interconnections
and flows, over larger and larger geographical
scales. A growing range of economic, social, and
cultural interactions are being supported by mod-
ern communications technologies. Of course, it is
possible that connections may occur between spe-
cific sections of society only and between specific
areas that such sections occupy. We may therefore
witness different social geographies of spatial inte-
gration.

Spatial integration is a concept that is wider
than simply transport linkages but includes all
transactions (or flows) between areas. The grow-
ing importance of network-based connections
means that economies are increasingly driven by
“the logical or ‘virtual’ regularities of electronic
communication, a new geography of nodes and
hubs, processing and control centres. The nine-
teenth century’s physical infrastructures of rail-
ways, canals and roads are now overshadowed by
the networks of computers, cables and radio links

that govern where things go, how they are paid for,
and who has access to what. The physical manifes-
tation of power, walls, boundaries, highways and
cities, are overlaid with a ‘virtual’ world of infor-
mation hubs, databases and networks” (Mulgan
1971, 3).

Perhaps, disagreements amongst globalists and
sceptics are partially due to a lack of a stable focus
on the geographical scale of analysis. Underlying
many arguments there is an analysis founded on
‘floating’ geographical scales. This is to say that
very often problems that are domestic in origin
are attributed to the action of global firms or for-
eign national governments that operate globally.
This attitude is very often supported by the ‘good
savage’ myth: non-western people are fundamen-
tally good, it is the Western culture that stains their
original purity. This is the case with many conflicts
in Africa where from time to time the blame is on
gun traders, on mining companies, on multina-
tional companies while it is usually the case that
they are internal conflicts, sometimes even at the
family scale, or are just a revival of old tribal rival-
ries began before the onset of colonialism. It must
be said that the influence of rogue countries, par-
ticularly some Muslim ones, in stirring conflicts,
persecutions and enforced conversion against
Christians, is normally overlooked.

Present levels of integration are far from uni-
form: stages of development, resources endow-
ment, human abilities in different regions are var-
ied. To this it is necessary to add cultural, reli-
gious, ethnic, ideological ‘faults’ between differ-
ent systems that are far from being absorbed,
while conflict occasions multiply. In the proposi-
tion by Huntington faults are linear boundaries
between different cultural systems, but this model
does not take into account present day multicul-
tural societies where more or less significant cul-
tural ‘islands’ are frequent.

Globalization is a process towards an aim, per-
haps an unachievable aim: complete integration
in a system in which concepts of centre and pe-
riphery blur at advanced stages of development
such as the industrial and post-industrial stages. It
also happens that nothing is fixed but everything
changes: in the process of “creative destruction”
(Shumpeter 1936) areas that were successful and
well integrated thanks to a certain technology may
loose centrality, become areas in need of restruc-
turing with a falling level of integration.

Central to the process of globalization is the
concept of development, “understood as a process
of innovative structural transformation of a society
and of its pattern of interaction with the space it
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occupies and uses” (Biagini 1981, 4). If we analyse
development at the planetary scale, globalization
can be interpreted as the process of progressive
integration of the global periphery within a space
organized by global centres. If we consider the
whole world as a system, it can be conceptualized
as a patchwork of subsystems, more or less strongly
interconnected, at different stages of develop-
ment. If we were to overlook the less interconnect-
ed spaces we would come up with a globe covered
with empty holes. Spatial systems at the same scale
are more or less interconnected amongst them-
selves. It is difficult to envisage a world completely
and uniformly interconnected because there are
spatial systems that are divided along various fault
lines, particularly cultural and religious ones.
Huntington identifies nine main spatial systems
based on religion or other ethnic characters: the
Western system, the Latin American, the African,
the Chinese, the Hindu, the Orthodox, the Bud-
dhist and the Japanese (Huntington 1997). Each
of these areas is made up of a number of countries
or regions. Relationships among them are more
or less conflicting according to some inherent in-
compatibilities, different word vision, and geopo-
litical interests.

Globalization: a reversible process?

There is some debate about whether globaliza-
tion is or is not reversible. Particularly during the
1990s the idea of globalization as being irreversi-
ble was widespread both amongst supporters (Bry-
an & Farrell, 1997) and opponents (Hardt &
Negri, 2001). Globalization, instead, is a reversible
process. This is theoretically true in the economic
field: “when technological progress makes dis-
tance costs drop more rapidly than production
costs, distance barriers can be overcome and mar-
kets integrate. A subsequent phase can be hypoth-
esized whereby technological innovation proceeds
more rapidly in the manufacturing sector than in
the service sector, a necessary condition for the
disintegration of markets” (Deaglio 2004, 26).
Problems of cost are open to influences of politi-
cal origin: labour and capital costs are related to
the level of social protection and level of taxation
and interest rates, import duties and technical
specifications (e.g. environmental friendliness) or
ethical requirements (e.g. forbidding of products
made by children) may be introduced, so that cost
distance is artificially increased. Distance between
markets 1s also influenced by cultural distance
between different civilizations (Huntington 1997)

a distance that sometimes, for some products,
becomes very difficult to reduce. What is more,
the advantages due to economies of scale, and
therefore the base for the creation of larger mar-
kets, may diminish rapidly with size. Modern elec-
tronic and information technologies have put
great effectiveness, flexibility, efficiency and visi-
bility gains at close reach of small companies at a
relatively low cost.

A more serious threat, possibly leading to disin-
tegration, is the rise of new empires. If the USA
represents a new “light” empire (Ignatieff 2003)
there are a number of other empires that fight for
global power and war might lead towards rand-
omization of outcomes as far as integration is con-
cerned or even a threat towards globalization. In-
ternational organized crime, that includes organ-
izations such as the Italian mafia, the Japanese
Boryokudan (the new name of the Yakuza), the
Chinese Triads and so on, owns the largest
amount of liquid assets in the world, and produces
goods and services equivalent to 8-10 per cent of
the world GDP. The Eastern empire of terror has
clashed with the Western empires and has ques-
tioned a development path that looked already
given and acquired. Globalization is also threat
ened by anti-globalization, that pretends to mod-
erate globalizing trends but it is likely to be on the
books of other empires, not unlikely of the empire
of terror. Anti-globalization may also be interpret-
ed as an emerging empire in itself, acquiring pow-
er with the same unruly methods as other players
and producing mega-business (Mini 2003). Prob-
ably the world is not globalized and never it will be
completely. Globalization is a limit-concept whose
validity is based on highly restrictive conditions
and of very difficult achievement. It is probably
better to talk about integration or different de-
grees of integration (Fratianni 2003).

There will always be areas where the economic
structure is obsolete and in need of restructuring
and where vested interests oppose to change. The
creative destruction necessary for development to
proceed is often rejected because of the introduc-
tion of innovation which puts established posi-
tions in danger. Globalization will probably always
result in an archipelago of areas well integrated
within themselves and with diminishing levels of
integration with other areas (Deaglio 2004). All
areas will then be localized along a continuum of
integration in respect with all other areas, span-
ning from virtually nothing to the highest levels.

The World Bank, the IMF and other organiza-
tion often have intervened with economic support
accompanied to stringent budget restructuring
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contrary to what ideological environmentalists
believe, was extremely “unsustainable”. Unless we
want to limit population density to that of some
tribes of Amazonia or Borneo. The problem
would be to get rid of the millions of dead bodies
that would result. There are some organizations
such as the Voluntary Human Extinction Move-
ment (http://www.vhem.org) that preach the to-
tal and immediate human reproduction stop so as
to allow the planet re-acquire its health. It is true,
in the strict sense that globalization, by increasing
trade flows stimulates production and therefore
creates pollution, but in the long run it also cre-
ates the wealth to clean the environment up
(Micklethwait & Wooldridge 2001). An index elab-
orated by the World Economic Forum that ex-
plored the degree of environmental sustainability
in 122 countries showed a strong correlation be-
tween greenness and wealth.

A complex framework: active and passive
globalization

Technological innovation has been one of the
main factors shaping the evolving relationship
between development and transport. The growth
of world trade and the establishment of the global
economy is deeply related to transport modal
change. The latest stage in such evolution is the
telecommunications revolution we are experienc-
ing nowadays, a stage that stresses the information
and growing expertise content in production and
trade of goods and services. These “information
super-highways”, whose creation has been concen-
trated in developed countries, have initally in-
creased regional and global development imbal-
ances. As with most the other transport modes
that have been developed in human history, with
the resulting space-time and space-cost conver-
gence, have always, at least initially, had polariza-
tion effects. Convergence has been more pro-
nounced along the axes of communication be-
tween the most developed and the most populat-
ed cities and regions. To a certain level this is also
true in the case of electronic communication in-
struments: carrying capacity of communication
cables is greater along the lines interconnecting
larger cities (Hoyle & Knowles 1994).

Societies take different part to the globalization
process according to their level of development,
accessibility of the space they occupy, natural re-
sources endowment. In the same way as develop-
ment may be exogenous or endogenous, so glo-
balization may be exerted or endured. Space

(both in physical and non-physical terms) is en-
dowed with different levels of accessibility (physi-
cal, economic, cultural and psychological) and
asymmetric accessibility in the in and out direc-
tions.

If globalization is a process of integration, this
is related to accessibility which “can be defined as
how easily a place can be reached from a given
point” (Lowe & Moryadas 1975, 7). Factors that
determine the level of accessibility of a place can
be social, cultural, political, economic, technolog-
ical or physical. Accessibility therefore varies in
space and can be asymmetric, i.e. external socie-
ties can experience different accessibility to a
place than societies that live in that place. Accessi-
bility is also related not just with capability to ac-
cess a certain space, it has also to do with will.
More active and aggressive societies are keener to
move and establish relationships with other spaces
than static societies. Integration can be imposed
or invited or even sought for. As development can
be exogenous or endogenous, so globalization
may be either active or passive, and therefore en-
forced or undergone. Sardinia is in the middle of
the western Mediterranean Sea but historically
Sardinians were not very keen in establishing rela-
tionships with the outside world. The island was
often integrated (at a very basic level) by other
societies of which became an exploited periphery.
The surrounding sea was for the invaders an op-
portunity for enveloping Sardinia in their political
and commercial nets, while it was an impassable
barrier to Sardinians themselves. In historic times
the Sardinian coast has been hostile to the settle-
ment of the Sardinians themselves while it was not
so for the Phoenicians, Romans, Byzantines, Ge-
noese and so on (Cau 1999).

These two active and passive aspects of integra-
tion, and therefore of globalization, act normally
at the same time in every society. The degree of
integration in the world is nowadays such that
most countries and even most regions within
them, have occasional or established relationships
with many others at the same time. The asymmetry
is given by the prevalence of either of the two
forms. The difference between the whole of acted
relationships and the sum of endured relation-
ships establishes a continuum between active glo-
balizers, a positive result, and passive globalizers
with a negative value. Not all the significant rela-
tionships are easily quantified: trade flows or tour-
ism flows are less problematic than political or
cultural influence. On the whole the full picture
must be based on some quantitative data and
more qualitative information. One such variable
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Transport: cause or result of integration?

As globalization is a process of integration, a
kev role is plaved by transport and logistic services.
The distribution of accessibility, due to morpholo-
gy and infrastructure provision, is such that even
inner integration is not that easy and is far from
being satisfactory. In a sense, the structural diffi-
culties that have influenced Sardinian economic
and political history are still at work, originating
an intractable vicious circle. Geography (i.e. insu-
larity, size, morphology, pedology, climate) has
influenced population size and location, which in
turn are such as not to make it a cheap task to
serve them with transport infrastructure: in fact, in
2001, there were 51.47 km of roads per 10,000
inhabitants, compared to 29.91 for Italy as a whole,
but only 0.35 km of roads per km? (Italy 0.57).

As far as external transport is concerned, insu-
larity dictates the modes of transport: either by sea
or by air. Sardinia is served by three main interna-
tional airports — Cagliari-Elmas, in the south, Algh-
ero-Fertilia, located in the north-western corner of
the island, and Olbia, on the north-eastern coast —
and by the following small and large ports: Ar-
batax, Porto Foxi, Cagliari, Portovesme, Carlofor-
te, Sant’Antioco, Calasetta, Alghero, Porto Torres,
Olbia, Golfo Aranci, Santa Teresa di Gallura, Pal-
au, La Maddalena, Isola Santo Stefano, Porto Cer-
vo. Globally, import and export to and from Sar-
dinia is carried mainly by sea: 99.99 per cent in
weight and 99.35 per in value (Tab. 1). The ditfer-
ent modes of transport cater for goods of quite
different value. It is also possible to highlight the
general asymmetry of the Sardinia-rest-of-the-
world relationship. Most of the volume of sea
trade is made up by oil products to and from the
Porto Foxi terminal, related to the SARAS refin-
ery. Between 1991 and 1998, seaborne trade has
grown by 8.6 per cent, compared to 18.2 per cent
at the national level.

Passenger transport to and from the island is

again channeled on the airports and ports. Passen-
ger transport have soared in the last decades par-
ticularly in connection with the development of a
increasingly significant tourist economy and with
a general economic growth. The number of pas-
sengers transported through the Sardinian air-
ports grew from a figure of 2,660,312 between
arrivals and departures in 1991, to 5,433,121
(+72%). The three airports have been recently
enlarged and refurbished: Cagliari has undergone
an investment of € 66 million, taking the working
surface to 35,000 m? more than doubling the
covered area. Deep change have been brought in
the air transport market by the so called ‘low cost’
companies: they sell no-frills journeys at a price
that changes day by day, and sometimes at a sym-
bolic price. Ryanair, an Irish company, has been a
pioneer in this segment of the air transport mar-
ket. It started in the year 2000 with the route Algh-
ero-London Stansted (147,771 passengers in
2002), then, after the early success, other routes
have been added since January 2004: Alghero-Gi-
rona and Alghero-Frankfurt. VolareWeb and Aer-
olloyd, two low-cost companies, fly respectively
from Cagliari-Elmas to London-Luton, and from
Olbia to Munich.

In Sardinia, the maritime passenger transport
between 1991 and 1998 has grown by 15.6 per
cent, from 9,880,000 to 11,417,821, but by 62.1 per
cent at the national level. Direct sailings between
Sardinia and foreign countries in 1998 accounted
for 173,088 arrivals and 175,418 departures. From
the 1990s there have been a number of improve-
ments in a service that was traditionally very poor
as far as quality and passenger well being was con-
cerned. In general, transport statistics, both in the
seaborne and airborne sectors, show an increase
in the level of traffic between Sardinia and the rest
of the world. It underlines an increase in the de-
gree of integration between the Sardinian eco-
nomic and spatial systems and the rest of the
world.

Tab. 1. Import and export flows to and from Sardinia in 2003, by weight and value. Source: ISTAT 2004.

By Sea By Air
By weight By value (€) Ratio By By value Ratio
(Tons) value/weitht weight value/weight
Import 10,689,832.5 3,643,831,613 340.8 310.1 24,961,957 80,496.5
Export 4,225,606.3 2,149,760,361 509.0 388.2 12,904,257 33,241.3
Total 14,913,438.8 5,793,591.974 388.5 698.3 37,866,214 54,226.3 J
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economic system in general, and Sardinia in par-
ticular, toward increasing dynamism. It is particu-
larly so when the innovation coming from outside
is a complex product inclusive of marketing tech-
niques, merchandising, and business data analysis
strategies. It is the case of franchising.

Franchising: exogenous innovation and
dynamization

The term ‘franchising’ has been used to de-
scribe many different forms of business relation-
ships, including licensing, distributor and agency
arrangements. The most popular use of the term
has been originated from the development of
what is called ‘business format franchising’, i.e.
the granting of a license by a person (the fran-
chisor) to another (the franchisee), which entitles
the franchisee to trade under the franchisor’s
trade mark and name and to make use of an entire
package, all inclusive of the elements needed to
unable a previously untrained person to run a
business and of a continual assistance on a prear-
ranged basis. The franchisor will get a fee at the
beginning from the franchisee, plus on-going
management service fees. In return, the fran-
chisor has an obligation to support the franchise
network, mainly with training, product develop-
ment, advertising, promotional activities and dif-
ferent management services. (British Franchise
Association, http://www.british-franchise.org/
whatis.asp).

Franchising is an example of organisational
network: it provides a way of overcoming distance
‘friction’ that makes interaction difficult, activat-
ing the internationalisation of elements between
economic systems. Franchising can warrant self-
employed and small firm owners access to a wider
organisational know-how, as they have to comply
with the production and management systems set
by the franchisor (OECD 2000). Franchising is a
kind of complex round out of exogenous innova-
tion, which is able to induce change in a number
of factors of development and, if sufficiently
spread, to budge the static nature of a society.

In Italy the franchising formula is characterized
by intense growth of the franchisors and affiliates
numbers. At the beginning of 2003 there were 709
brands, with a growth of 3,2% as compared to
2002. The total number of franchisees was 36,547
in 2001, and reached 89,315 selling points in 2002,
a growth rate of 7,6 per cent. Italian franchisors
operating on foreign markets are about 120, i.e.
17 per cent. This form of business employs about

96,000 units (+2,6 per cent as compared to 2002),
while turnover amounts to € 14 million (13,2 mil-
lion in 2001). As far as country of origin of the
franchisors is concerned, it is as follows: Italy
91.7%, USA 3.0 per cent, France 2.5 per cent,
Spain 0.6 per cent, Great Britain 0.3 per cent,
Austria 0.3 per cent.

Sardinia represents 0,7% of the Italian fran-
chisors and 0,3% of the franchisees. “of particular
interest are the provisions recently laid out in the
2002 financial act (Article 52, part 77 of the 488/
2001 Act), which, in the area of business incen-
tives for the commercial sector, provides for finan-
cial incentives for “investment by firms which are
part of business chains, even in the case of fran-
chising”. In this context we can set the incentives
provided by the public company ‘Sviluppo Italia’,
an agency the government has set up to promote
development, in favour of franchising projects by
residents in southern Italy and in the economical-
ly depressed areas of the country. The aim of this
policy is to favour the spread of franchising in
areas where, as we shall see below, this practice is
still not widespread. The data for the individual
regional outlets show a marked concentration of
franchisees in several regions. In particular, 36.4%
of the total sales outlets are concentrated in Lom-
bardy, followed by Veneto with over 11%, Pied-
mont with around 10%, and Emilia Romagna with
9.3%.

Data show that in Lombardy four franchisors
(Il Fornaio, Tecnocasa, InSip and Buffetti) run
56% of the franchisee chains. These statistics re-
veal the prevalent regional and/or interregional
context of many franchising networks, as well as
their marked territorial localism. (Sardinia 5 fran-
chisors, equal 0.9 per cent of the number of fran-
chisors at the national level) (Majocchi & Pavione
2002). Despite the positive performance of fran-
chising in Italy, there are still some critical prob-
lems.

In this regard the data on franchising reveal a
high turnover of brands: dozens of franchisors
abandon the market each year. Moreover, less
than 5% of the chains exceed the threshold of 100
franchisees, which represents the optimal mini-
mum level of national diffusion for most business-
es. There are even fewer franchisors that stand out
for their ability to consolidate their business and
systematically utilize widespread communication
networks. Finally, an additional critical factor is
connected to the quality of the relationship be-
tween franchisor and franchisee, especially in
terms of continual assistance and communication.
In fact, in many cases the efforts of the franchisor
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Brian Slack

Maritime transport and globalization: evolving

relationships

Riassunto. - L’evolversi dei rapporti fra
trasporto marittimo e globalizzazione

I rapporti fra globalizzazione e trasporti sono al tem-
po stesso intensi ed ineguali. In quanto domanda deri-
vata, i servizi di trasporto ricevono un impatto, sotto
molti fondamentali punti di vista, in seguito a processi
che divengono sempre piu globali. I trasporti containe-
rizzati si conformano alle attese generate dalla globaliz-
zazione, e in particolare all’allungamento e all’intensi-
ficazione dei collegamenti, nonché alla crescente omo-
geneizzazione, mediante dimensioni spaziali ineguali e
differenziate da regione a regione. E viceversa possibile
che la globalizzazione venga a sua volta plasmata dal
trasporto containerizzato. Per comprendere Peffettivo
svolgimento dei processi generali occorre in conclusio-
ne tener presenti le diversita locali, che su questi proces-
si esercitano un indubbio impatto.

Introduction

Globalization is a term that is so widely used
today that its meaning is hard to define with any
degree of clarity. For example, a recent book pro-
vided 35 different definitions of the term (Street-
en 2001, 173). Despite it being a word so overused
that it is meaning has become obscure, it is evi-
dent that the process of globalization has drawn
the academic interest of a very wide range of dis-
ciplines. Globalization is recognised in the eco-
nomics and business literature as promoting the
financial and commercial expansion of a world
economy that has become increasingly integrated.
From manufacturers whose raw materials come
from all around the world and who produce and

sell their products in an international market-
place, to the banks and financial institutions that
move capital between continents, the contempo-
rary economy seemingly knows no boundaries.
This process is also recognised in the fields of
politics, where global issues shape the relation-
ships between states (Dunn 1995), in the environ-
ment, where many forces of change are seen to be
at a planetary scale, and in culture, where the in-
fluence of TV, cinema and the Internet are dif-
fused across the globe (Friedman 1994, Scott
1997). Even terrorism has gone global, thanks to
Al Qaeda, and the recent outbreak of SARS is a
further clear signal of globalization!

From a wide set of disciplinary studies, several
key features of globalization emerge. First there is
a spatial expansion of linkages. Industrialists as-
semble components from around the world (Dick-
en 2002), and political relationships between
States have been stretched (McGraw & Lewis
1992). Second, there has been a growing intensity
or deepening of linkages of all kinds, from the
commercial to political and cultural. Third, there
is a growing homogeneity of relationships. In cul-
tural and communication studies, for example,
globalization is seen by some as a force for stand-
ardisation and homogeneity. The threat of Amer-
ican cultural hegemony is seen to arise out of such
global communications technologies as television,
movies and the Internet. In commercial and in-
dustrial relationships similar consequences arise.
Companies serving global markets adopt stand-
ardised operational and marketing procedures
that allow them to carry on business in disparate
regions (Dicken 2002).
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Luciano Cau

Globalization of charity: the Carmelite Missions from
Liguria to the Central African Republic

Riassunto. - Globalizzazione della carita: le
missioni carmelitane dalla Liguria alla
Repubblica Centrafricana

L’obiettivo del presente capitolo & quello di porre in
evidenza il contributo dato dai Missionari della Chiesa
Cattolica, e in particolare dalla grande Famiglia Carme-
litana, alla promozione umana, oltre che all’evangeliz-
zazione, delle popolazioni nel cosiddetto “terzo mon-
do”. Si tratta di un argomento costantemente trascurato
dalle scienze umane secolarizzate, che, nelle rare volte
in cui accennano all’attivita dei Missionari, ¢ solo per
rimproverare loro '”’indebita interferenza” con le cultu-
re indigene. Un argomento di tale vastita, quale I'Opera
Missionaria a livello globale, richiederebbe molu volu-
mi, e in questa sede pud essere trattato solo presentan-
do un singolo esempio, ma assai significativo, della vita
missionaria: quello della Provincia Ligure dei Carmeli-
tani nella Repubblica Centrafricana. In quel paese i
missionari hanno portato a termine un gran numero di
progetti: le scuole di villaggio a Bozoum e Baoro, il sil-
labario della lingua sango, il centro di promozione fem-
minile a Baoro, la scuola del seminario e le scuole pro-
fessionali (ceramica, falegnameria, meccanica), i pozzi
a Bozoum, il dispensario medico ¢ dentistico a La Yolé,
il nuovo ponte sul torrente Koyali a Bozoum, la ristrut-
turazione delle prigioni di Bozoum, il Centro di forma-
zione e sviluppo agropastorale a Bouar-La Yolé, la coo-
perativa di allevamento a Boyele-Bozoum, il centro pilo-
ta per la formazione agropastorale a Bangui-Bimbo.
Come spesso awviene, le opere dei Missionari sono state
largamente saccheggiate e distrutte durante la guerra
civile originatasi da una faida familiare all'interno del
ristretto circolo dominante, con larga partecipazione di
miliziani islamici. I Missionari carmelitani, inizialmente
costretti alla fuga, sono tuttavia tornati sul posto per
ricostruire cio che & stato distrutto e proseguire Ja loro
opera di evangelizzazione e promozione umana.

Introduction

The purpose of the present paper is to provide
an example of the actions for the promotion of
human development performed daily throughout
the world by the Missionaries of the Roman Cath-
olic Church. This is a subject usually overlooked
by the literature on development, produced by
geographers, sociologists and economists. The
current secularization trends bring about a style of
development studies totally silent on the initiatives
(and the martyrs) of the Catholic Missionaries. If
the Missions are mentioned at all, it is only to
stress an alleged “undue interference” of the
Church with “native” cultures.

It is plainly impossible to deal in any detail with
all missionary activities by the many Orders of the
Church, as they build a true globalization of char-
ity. One significant example only will be provided:
the operations of the Ligurian Province of the
Carmelite Order in the Central African Republic.

The Central African Republic

As the name implies, the country is at the very
centre of Africa (Fig. 1). It has an area of about
623.000 sqkm. The relief is dominated by the Cen-
tral African Ridge, with massifs rising over 1000
metres, which divide the land into two main river
catchments, that of the Ubangui, a tributary to the
Congo, and the Chari-Logone which flows north-
wards. The climate is tropical, with two seasons, a
wetone (roughly from April to October) and a dry
one, the latter being longer in the north.
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Fig. 1. The Central African Republic and the main settlements of the Ligurian Carmelites.

In the country there are about 3 million peo-
ple, and therefore a population density of only 5
inhabitants to the square kilometer: the country
can therefore be regarded as underpeopled. An
artificial creation of the colonial age, the Central
African Republic is far from being ethnically ho-
mogenous, being located in a contact area be-
tween two major language groups: the Congo-
Kordofan and the Nilo-Saharan. Most speakers
belong to the Oubanguian branch of the Ad-
amawa-Ouganguian family. The main languages
of the group are the Gbaya, the Banda and the
Gbanzirisere, although there are many others.
Two peculiar groups are the Pigmies and the
Peuls, the latter being mostly herdsmen of the
north, in contrast with the peasant populations of
the south. One fourth of the population is protes-
tant, one fourth animist, while the Catholics are
17%, the Muslims 15%, and “others” 18%.

The country has been a French colony, under
the name of Oubanghi-Shari, until 1960. Between
1966 and 1976 it was the “empire” of Jean-Bedel
Bokassa. The ensuing political history is one of
military coups d’état, civil strife and international
pressure to get a democratisation process under
way. The official language is French, as it would be
hard, among the great number of local speeches,

to find one which would be accepted by the whole
population as a national language.

The currency is the Central African Franc
(CAF), lately linked to the French Franc, and
nowadays to the euro (1€ = 655,9 CAFs). The
gross national product per capita is US$ 330: The
rate of economic growth per capita —0.3% per an-
num, e it is decreasing. The illiteracy rate for
people over 15 is 66% (but 96% for females). With
the exception of a small number of youngsters at-
tending senior schools, the majority has practically
no option except agriculture. No attempts are
made either by the State or by private agencies to
favour a search for alternative occupational out-
lets. A part of the young people try to survive by
starting small trading activities, favoured by the
closeness of the border with Cameroun. However,
any trade of a significant importance is in the
hands of Muslim Arabs who possess the necessary
means of transportation on the local roads, which
tend to damage lorries, because of their condition
of utter disrepair, the only exceptions being some
main arteries which although are not tarmacked,
have been improved by a recent aid project of the
German government.

Local entrepreneurial traditions are virtually
non-existent, the introduction of useful innova-
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The Centre for the advancement of women at Baoro

The human and Christian promotion of a Mis-
sion needs, among other things, the development
of material structures. To fulfil these ends, the
Carmelite Missionaries opened in 2001 a Centre
for the advancement of women at Baoro. This is a
continuation of a previous cooperative activity,
which received government acknowledgement in
1998.

In 2001-2002, 27 girls, divided into two classes,
attended the Centre; in 2002-2003 attending girls
had risen to 53, divided into three classes. Primary
school licence is a requisite for admission. Pupils
are required to pay an enrolment fee of 1500
CAFs. The Mission provides all necessaries to run
the Centre, ie teachers (all Central Africans ex-
cept two Italian Carmelite nuns) and equipment
(textbooks, sewing machines, fabrics, wool skeins,
material for cutting and sewing, stationery, physi-
cal exercise equipment).

Taught subjects include: pediatric nursing,
knitting, embroidering, cutting and sewing, pasto-
ral theology, moral theology, French, history, ge-
ography, mathematics, natural science, physical
education. The school year begins early in Octo-
ber and closes at the end of June. Classes are held
both in the morning and in the afternoon, shun-
ning the hottest hours around midday. At the end
of the school year, pupils display and sell many of
the textiles, clothing and embroideries they have
made: proceeds are largely used to purchase new
materials.

Updating stages for continuing education are
held for the teachers of the Centre, as for those of
the Primary school. They also have free access to
the library and the audiovisual equipment. The
Centre has proved extremely effective and, as the
advancement of women and their social freeing
from the weight of traditional powerlessness are
important aims in themselves and for the promo-
tion of development, the most effort is spent to
introduce similar initiatives in all major villages of
the area. For this purpose, it is foreesen to employ
as teachers the girls educated at this early Centre.

The seminary school at La Yolé

Several hundred pupils attend the seminary
school, due to the always uncertain situation of the
State schools. The school offers two classes of the
Cours Moyen (the last two classes of the primary
cycle), then the Middle School (4 years) and final-
ly the Licée (three years). Teachers are mostly
Central African, though some are Italian, both
Carmelite sisters and lay people. It is not easy to

find well prepared native teachers, but the Mission
is working by continuing education to promote
their human formation and update their teaching
skills.

Only a small part of the pupils actually enter
holy Orders, but the others are well prepared to
perform their future duties as citizens, emplovees
and fathers of a family. The students of this school
achieve excellent results in the State (external)
examinations, with a rate of failure of 0% (zero
per cent), against an average rate of 80 to 85% in
the country as a whole.

Such results are only achieved by means of care
and dedication to the tasks at hand, offering pu-
pils an education as complete as possible, helping
them in their human and Christian choices. State
programmes are followed accurately, adding
something more which the State does not contem-
plate: art education, necessary to educate the
young to an appreciation of beauty.

The vocational schools at La Yolé

Therefore, at the seminary school at La Yolé, a
ceramics school has been added, thanks to the
efforts of some lay cooperators of the Missionaries.
Clay deposits have been discovered nearby, and an
oven has been provided, largely thanks to the con-
tributions of the association “Talita Kum” of Desio
(which supports also the dispensary and the den-
tal clinic). The kids are enthusiastic about the
opening thus offered them; and the school can be
regarded as an early educational initiative grant-
ing an opportunity to develop native decorative
skills.

Targeted educational projects are essential for
human promotion of the poverty stricken popula-
tions of large parts of Africa. These have to start at
grassroot level, providing the basic skills without
which any further technical education could not
be built. For this reason, at Baoro, a school of
carpentry has been opened in 1986, and in 1994
another school for training in mechanical skills.
The teaching staff is formed by a director and two
technicians, one Itahan, another from Ruanda, as
the general policy is to employ African workers
wherever possible, replacing it with non-Africans
only when suitable local, or anyway African, tech-
nicians are not available.

Also, a basic mechanical workshop was estab-
lished. It is run by an Italian technician, and it is
the only school of its kind in the whole of Central
Africa. Courses last an entire school year: the first
six months are devoted to theoretical and practi-
cal teaching of general mechanics, electrome-
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large entrance hall, used by sister Payton for med-
ical examinations, two rooms making up the den-
tal surgery (equipped with an electric generator,
and a hydraulic installation with specific compo-
nents for a dentistry apparatus), a toilet and a
verandah used as a waiting room. The new dispen-
sary was ready on January 26, 1996, and was imme-
diately filled with patients, especially young moth-
ers with their children. While sister Payton catered
for general medicine, the dental surgery was
staffed by two Italian voluntaries, Doctor Angelo
Sala and his wife Stefania Figini, a licensed ortho-
dontist, both from Desio (Lombardy), aided by a
Central African male nurse undergoing training.

Many patients of the dental surgery come from
distances of 70 or 80 kilometres. There were no
dentists in Bouar, prior to this initiative, although
this is the second town of the Central African
Republic. The nearest dental surgery was in the
capital Bangui, 400 kilometres away. Patients at
the Bouar-La Yolé are required a fee in accord-
ance with the national list of rates. The fee does
not by any means cover all expenses, but provides
an opportunity for some assumption of responsi-
bility by the population.

In addition to these initiatives, crate-pharma-
cies are being provided for use in the villages. This
is a customary arrangemeunt used by Missionaries
in Africa: true pharmacies in the European sense
being too expensive, a simple crate is divided into
compartments by means of shelves and filled with
medicines for the native population. It is the best
solution allowed by circumstances for countries in
which the alternative is to be left with no medi-
cines at all.

A new bridge on the Koyali stream at Bozoum

The town of Bozoum is cut in two by the Koyali
stream, which forms a marsh just below the Mis-
sion. In this very area, during the years 1970-75,
rice cultivation was attempted by the Chinese of
Taiwan, as a demonstration to the inhabitants: for
this purpose, the stream bed was lowered to lay
down the paddy field. Later a new paddy field was
laid 7 kilometres from the town, and the old aban-
doned field in the centre of town has become a
marsh. To worsen the situation, the stream bed
has been invaded by heaps of rubbish thrown
down by the inhabitants. The upshot is that, dur-
ing the rainy season, the stream floods the town,
easily destroying the mud huts. The area, called
GPN, formerly the seat of a pioneer Israeli associ-
ation for agricultural development, is sparsely
populated and has largely become a transit place
for people going to work from the centre of town

to the plantations bordering the road to Bouar.

The passage over the stream was therefore of
crucial importance, there being no bridge, but a
simple covering of tree trunks. The Mission took
therefore upon itself the task to build a bridge. Af-
ter obtaining the necessary permits from the au-
thorities, and gathering funds, construction began
in February 1990. The bridge is 35 metres long, in
massive brickwork and iromn, with three bays. Usual-
ly the water level is so high as to overflow the
bridge only during one or two weeks a year, at the
peak of the rainy season. This is a considerable re-
sult towards making the crossing of the Koyali se-
cure.

The restructuring of the Bozoum jail

The old jail of the sub-prefecture of Bozoum
dated back to colonial times, and was a dilapidated
building, devoid of sanitary services and of water
supply. For several years the administration of the
sub-prefecture had asked the Mission for help, as
the finances of the Central African State were
unable to shoulder the task of restructuring the
jail. The inmates, usually ranging from twenty to
forty, are seldom fed by the State, and are obliged
to support themselves by casual work.

Fund raising for restructuring the old jail has
been no easy task but, thanks to the contribution
of an anonymous donor, it has been possible,
eventually, to entrust the job to a local enterprise,
headed by a Bouar merchant, Abbo Bello. Thanks
to a donation by another friend of the Carmelites,
a well has been drilled alongside the jail, in order
to provide water to the inmates and the warders,
and also to the surrounding population. The
whole was completed in 2001. It was solemnly
opened in 2002 at the presence of the highest
administrative and judicial authorities, who
thanked the Mission for their excellent work. Fa-
ther Marcello Bartolomei, the Superior of the
Mission, then answered, expressing the continu-
ing readiness of the Mission to serve the poor, and
also calling attention on the respect due to the
prisoners in application of the Charter of Human
Rights.

Unfortunately, 40% of the people locked in jail
in the Central African Republic are accused of
witchcraft, in the sense of evil eye deemed respon-
sible for sicknesses or death. These absurd beliefs,
rooted in envy, superstition or conscious revenge
against an enemy, sometimes lead to persecutions
or even to swmmary executions, once the alleged
author of the spell is named. As a consequence,
the jail is often used as a refuge to prevent a lynch-
ing.
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Massimo Arcangeli

Global hands on the planet:

semantics of a “liquid” power

Riassunto. - Mani globali sul pianeta: la
semantica di un potere “liquido”

Omogeneizzazione e standardizzazione sono i carat-
teri pit evidenti dell’attuale processo di globalizzazio-
ne, vista peraltro da una certa prospettiva politica come
un processo neocoloniale di appiattimento culturale
sugli standard di MacDonald e di una comunicazione
per via elettronica e televisiva eccessivamente a senso
unico, nella quale la lingua inglese minaccerebbe di
causare l'estinzione delle altre lingue, anche europee.
Secondo un altro punto di vista, invece, il flusso “liqui-
do” veicolato da Internet potrebbe finire per “coagular-
si” e la dominanza dell’inglese potrebbe implodere,
analogamente al latino, gradualmente sostituito dalle
lingue romanze. In Europa potrebbe affermarsi cosi
una lingua artificiale. Come in passato si era provato
con I'esperanto, oggi si prospetterebbe la possibilita di
un ipersemplificato “europanto”. Tali ipotesi appaiono
quanto meno utopistiche.

This contribution intends to examine separate-
ly the concepts that, more than others, express the
sense of what is, at the present time, universally
known as globalization, i.e. the economic-cultural
dominion on a world-wide scale that seems more
and more unstoppable, and, of course, of its lin-
guistic implications; also in the perspective of a
diagnosis, and a reasonable prognosis, of the Ital-
ian language and the othersones between the ma-
jor languages of culture. Along the way that [ have
decided to undertake it will happen here and
there to accompany the discourse with images of
works of art, created in the century just passed.
The reason for this choice, from my point of view,
is not the gratuitous taste to satisfy an aesthetic

fancy but the attempt to summarize in the imme-
diacy of the artistic synthesis the value of a reason-
ing followed in its analytical and more or less artic-
ulate developments.

Homogenization and standardization

According to the American sociologist Theod-
or Levitt, director of the “Harvard Business Re-
view”, the globalization of markets, thanks also to
the employment of the new technologies, would
have by now produced the homogenization of
needs. From this derives Levitt’s exhortation to
the enterprises not to differentiate the offer and
to introduce instead one single product at a single
price, the lowest possible, in the world-wide mar-
ket, promoting that product in the same way wher-
ever it is commercialized, and taking advantage
everywhere of the same distribution channels. It is
the adapted and extreme version of brand serial-
ization, transferred from the consumer-advertis-
ing imagination to the production economy, re-
produced as it is by who has used it for years with-
out seeing it (neither wanting to see it) ever
changing; the supermarket-type serialization (but
today we would rather say the shopping-center-
type) that Andy Warhol has photo-mechanically
fixed in the linear multiplication of the tinned
Campbell’s Soup (Fig. 1).

On a linguistic level, Levitt’s appeal to the mar-
ket immediately recalls the repeated exhortations
to use, in the field of international exchanges, one
single language: English. And, of course, it recalls
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ponential increase, at planetarv level, of fast-food,
shopping centres, holiday-clubs, amusement parks
and so on. Ritzer (1996) speaks in this regard of
mcdonaldization (see also Aries, 1997/2000, and
Barber 1995/1998), that in this way represents a
general formula applicable to the field of the ca-
tering industry as well as to any other social field
(from education to the family, from politics to the
food culture) and symptomatic of a standardiza-
tion that cancels differences and, doing so, acts
towards a basic depersonalization. Umberto Bossi
has referred to it as well with a recent and well
known statement with which he has vividly repre-
sented the challenge between the cause of our
national language and the cause of the interna-
tional communication like a clash between the
“polenta”, civilization and, precisely, the McDon-
alds civilization.

Not much different from Ritzer’s mcdonaldiza-
tion is the californization of what has talked about,
referring to tastes and fashions of the new gener-
ations, another expert on globalization such as
Kenichi Ohmae, according to whom the values
system transmitted by the globalized world would
keep by now only a simple trace of the dominant
geo-model (California and, therefore, still the
United States) and would have instead all the
characters of a universal system.

Division

This term as well has not had a great difficulty
to find a favourable acceptance by the scholars on
globalization issues. Division in the first place, as a
result of frictions and conflicts fed by various forc-
es that oppose the phenomenon (as it has been
pointed out in the previous section), has been ac-
cepted naturally by the same analysts who notice
in the globalization process the effects of coloniza-
tion. “According to this concept, the network of
institutions that defines the structure of the new
global economic system is not seen in structural
terms, but as intentional and contingent, subject
to the control of individuals that represent and try
to carry on the interests of a new international
capitalistic class (...). Considered from an alterna-
tive perspective, the ‘globalization’ is neither una-
voidable nor necessary. Like the plans of capitalis-
tic development that have preceded it — modern-
ization, industrialization, colonialismm and devel-
opment — the new imperialism is full of contradic-
tions in the position of generating contrast and
resistance forces that are able, and at certain con-
ditions they want, to undermine the process of ac-

cumulation of capital as well as the svstem from
which this depends” (Petras/Veltmever 2001/
2002, 17).

However, for other scholars, that have put
themselves in a difterent perspective, globaliza-
tion itself would be the result of a complex inter-
lacement of multi-causal logic, of various impuls-
es, various forces in competition amongst them
(to be guided and controlled in order to subordi-
nate them to the development of humanity: com-
pare Griffin/Kahn 1992) and not the fruit of a sys-
tem of power guided by a dominant logic, that
one, for example, of a precise plan of class. A con-
siderable part of them, indeed, thinks that the
idea of a division is included in the nature itself of
the global civilization. The same alleged American
aspirations to colonize the world have found in
this way in many cases, within this vision, a partial
reappraisal. Jasper Johns, a neo-dada artist, has be-
come the protagonist of an analogous partial re-
structuring in a famous painting. The perimeter
of the American flag, in the mentioned painting
(Fig. 2), coincides exactly with the perimeter of
the canvas, that, therefore, is not able to oppose to
the rule of the represented object any space, how-
ever small, able to contain it. However, the “resist-
ances” to that dominion are perceived and come
from the inside: from the encaustic technique,
that renders the picture (painted on newspaper
sheets glued to the canvas with the colourfields
technique) similar to a fresco.

The sharpest and most penetrating reflections
on globalization are due, as everybody knows, to
the work of one of the gratest contemporary soci-
ologists, Zygmunt Bauman. According to Bauman,
“globalization divides as much as it unifies; it di-
vides while it unifies, and the causes of division are
the same ones that, on the other side, promote the
uniformity of the globe. At the same time as the
emerging process of a planetary scale for the econ-
omy, finance, trade and information, another
process is set in motion, that imposes spatial con-
straints on them, what we call ‘localization’. The
complex and close interconnection of the two
processes imply that the standards in which entire
populations, and different segments within single
populations, live, grow different in a drastic way.
What looks like an achievement of globalization
for some, represents a reduction to the local di-
mension for others; whereas for some people glo-
balization marks new freedoms, upon many others
it falls as an undesired and cruel destiny” (Bau-
man 1998/2002°, 4).

Division is also a central element of thought
within the frame of the world-system devised by
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material (spent in order to spread it), corre-
sponds. After all, one among the many possible
ways, in order to replace a civilization of real com-
munication and information with a civilization
founded instead on the deceits of emission, declara-
tion and disinformation plotted by the bio-power: “a
form of power that regulates society from within,
chasing it, interpreting it, absorbing it and restruc-
turing it” (Hardt/Negri 2002, 39).

According to Giannini (2003, 23), “the Empire
is the global frame that helps to interpret the new
framework of management of bio-power, whose
purpose is to absorb the individualities of the sub-
jects and to affirm an international dimension
now almost completely lacking mediations be-
tween the central dominant paradigm and spatial-
ly de-centralized and culturally and politically
dominated subjects (...). The powerful and indis-
pensable weapon for the immanence to function
is the management of communication and infor-
mation systems, structured as networks: language
and forms of communication, through which the
system comes about, are, therefore, key elements
in the society of control”. Emission is understood
as spread of (verbal or non verbal) signals of the
most varied kind; declaration is understood as the
vehicle for transmission of verbal messages that,
afterwards, can be easily “recalled” through the,
nowadays more and more widespread, practice of
recantation; disinformation is understood as “a
tool complementary to the control of social dis-
course within the bio-political regime” (Giannini
2003, 26).
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Is the English language a useful tool in globalization?

Riassunto

L’inglese ¢ la pin diffusa lingua al mondo ed agisce
come lingua globale, rafforzando la posizione egemoni-
ca degli Stati Uniti. La sua diffusione ¢ ritenuta respon-
sabile dell’estinzione di molte lingue minoritarie, un
fatto ritenuto positivo da alcuni in quanto portatore di
unita, e da altri considerato invece un fattore di tensio-
ne conflittuale. L’insieme dei dati riportati riguardo alla
letteratura, al mercato delle traduzioni e all'inglese “ci-
bernetico” di Internet, suggerisce cautela nel trarre
conclusioni. La resistenza delle altre lingue & spesso
particolarmente forte. Proprio su Internet le lingue
neolatine sembrano in ripresa. Inoltre, nel mondo in
via di sviluppo, I'inglese subisce profonde alterazioni e
mescolanze con le lingue locali. Nonostante cio, esso
continua a funzionare da lingua di collegamento tra
paesi, scienziati, intellettuali, diplomatici, commercianti
¢ cosl via, cio che lo rende fondamentale come lingua
franca, vitale per la gestione del mercato globale. Que-
sto ¢ il motivo per cui i governi dei paesi in via di svilup-
po favoriscono l'inglese standard della finanza interna-
zionale, del commercio e della tecnologia piuttosto che
I'inglese creolo effettivamente parlato nelle loro culture
multietniche.

Introduction

My title might well seem an idle question. It is
well known that English is the most widespread
language in the world. Contrary to Mandarin
Chinese, spoken by the largest number of people
but poorly understood outside China, English is
native not only to Great Britain, but also to the
United States of America, to Ireland, Canada,
Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and the Phil-

ippines. Together these countries are home to 322
million of the 6 billion people in the world. More-
over, English is the second language in many
countries, such as Nigeria and India, as a result of
English colonialism starting in the 16th century.
English colonial policy aimed at uprooting native
cultures, and the English language proved to be a
very efficient tool for the purpose. As Macaulay
wrote in his famous Minute (1835) in relation to
India: “We must at present do our best to form a
class who may be interpreter between us and the
millions whom we govern; a class of persons Indi-
an in blood and colour, but English in taste, in
opinions, in morals and intellect” (cited in Sassi
1995, p. 17). From that time on, it was compulsory
for people belonging to the Indian élite to be
taught in English.

It should be added that English has become an
international language, a universal means of lin-
guistic change, which allows people from very dis-
tant places to feel part of a global community.
We refer, first of all, to the Internet. As Michael
Cronin (1988, p. 150) reports, “Current estimates
are that 80% of e-mail and data content are in
English, a language that is not spoken as either a
first or second language by three quarters of the
people on the planet.” Consequently, people who
wish to communicate, trade or get information on
the Internet must be able to use and understand
at least basic sentences and a limited vocabulary.
The more they know, the more advantages they
will obtain from their ‘navigation’ as internauts.
Cyber-English, as the most widely-used language
online is labelled, is not the only new variety of
English. We have air speak, business English and
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Geographical perspectives on globalization

Globalization is not only a highly controversial
concept, able to stir even the most violent debates,
as the recurrent protests against the G8 meetings
testify, it is also a complex concept, with economic,
political, cultural and spatial implications. The
analysis of every thread of the concept in isolation
from the other, although useful in order to simpli-
fy the study of globalization, if carried out to the
extreme, undermines its scientific value. The mat-
ter of the fact is that each aspect is related to the
other: economic factors affect the political ones
and vice versa and in turn both influence and are
influenced by the cultural aspects of globalization.
In turn most aspects have outcomes that affect and
shape physical and non-physical spaces at every
working scale.

It is necessary a holistic approach to fully un-
derstand the complexities and the nuances of this
so widespread and far reaching process. Geogra-
phy is the scientific discipline that more than oth-
ers has conceptual tools useful to effectively and
correctly explore this field of research, although,
inexplicably, geographers have not been ready,
not just in Italy, to venture in it. This reluctance to
take the globalization phenomenon down the
earth, to territorialize it, is “quite often due to
“philosophizing” attitudes of many geographers
hostile to map making and quantitative methods,
and lost in ‘discourse’” as Pelanda puts it in his
contribution to the present volume.

It is a fact that in absolute and relative terms
geographers have not taken the lead in carrying
out scientific research on globalization. The re-
search centres specifically devoted to globalization
are, generally speaking, part of economics facul-

ties (e.g. the Leverhulme Centre for Research on
Globalisation and Economic Policy at the School
of Economics of the University of Nottingham);
but even where the point of view is more spatially
oriented, geographers are not particularly numer-
ous (e.g. the CSGR — Centre for the Study of Glo-
balisation and Regionalisation — at the University
of Warwick, the largest of its kind in Europe has
staff and associates drawn from the fields of An-
thropology, Economics, Law, Politics and Sociolo-
gy (but no Geography). Besides these academic
research centres operate a number of private
think-tanks on globalization, and a number of
NGO devoted to gather information and data to
feed their lobbying activities. In Italy the situation
is no better and this special issue of Geotema seeks
to fill a gap and to kindle the interest and debate
within the academic community.

Globalization: a Penelope’s web?

As Pelanda in his contribution has shown, there
is a wrong belief that globalization has already
taken place. As far as the economy is concerned,
and particularly the web of commercial flows, it is
clear that the majority of trade goes on within,
rather than between regional blocks. Most of the
inter-block trade, in any case a fraction of the total
volume of trade, is polarized on the USA. The
same can be said of most other exchanges: tour-
ism, transport, culture.

Some researchers see globalisation as a process
that is producing a transformation of the world,
although there are many others who point out its
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