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Geographical perspectives on globalization

Globalization is not only a highly controversial
concept, able to stir even the most violent debates,
as the recurrent protests against the G8 meetings
testify, it is also a complex concept, with economic,
political, cultural and spatial implications. The
analysis of every thread of the concept in isolation
from the other, although useful in order to simpli-
fy the study of globalization, if carried out to the
extreme, undermines its scientific value. The mat-
ter of the fact is that each aspect is related to the
other: economic factors affect the political ones
and vice versa and in turn both influence and are
influenced by the cultural aspects of globalization.
In turn most aspects have outcomes that affect and
shape physical and non-physical spaces at every
working scale.

It is necessary a holistic approach to fully un-
derstand the complexities and the nuances of this
so widespread and far reaching process. Geogra-
phy is the scientific discipline that more than oth-
ers has conceptual tools useful to effectively and
correctly explore this field of research, although,
inexplicably, geographers have not been ready,
not just in Italy, to venture in it. This reluctance to
take the globalization phenomenon down the
earth, to territorialize it, is “quite often due to
“philosophizing” attitudes of many geographers
hostile to map making and quantitative methods,
and lost in ‘discourse’” as Pelanda puts it in his
contribution to the present volume.

It is a fact that in absolute and relative terms
geographers have not taken the lead in carrying
out scientific research on globalization. The re-
search centres specifically devoted to globalization
are, generally speaking, part of economics facul-

ties (e.g. the Leverhulme Centre for Research on
Globalisation and Economic Policy at the School
of Economics of the University of Nottingham);
but even where the point of view is more spatially
oriented, geographers are not particularly numer-
ous (e.g. the CSGR — Centre for the Study of Glo-
balisation and Regionalisation — at the University
of Warwick, the largest of its kind in Europe has
staff and associates drawn from the fields of An-
thropology, Economics, Law, Politics and Sociolo-
gy (but no Geography). Besides these academic
research centres operate a number of private
think-tanks on globalization, and a number of
NGO devoted to gather information and data to
feed their lobbying activities. In Italy the situation
is no better and this special issue of Geotema seeks
to fill a gap and to kindle the interest and debate
within the academic community.

Globalization: a Penelope’s web?

As Pelanda in his contribution has shown, there
is a wrong belief that globalization has already
taken place. As far as the economy is concerned,
and particularly the web of commercial flows, it is
clear that the majority of trade goes on within,
rather than between regional blocks. Most of the
inter-block trade, in any case a fraction of the total
volume of trade, is polarized on the USA. The
same can be said of most other exchanges: tour-
ism, transport, culture.

Some researchers see globalisation as a process
that is producing a transformation of the world,
although there are many others who point out its

@g?} AGEI - Geotema, 22

153



















