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Maritime transport and globalization: evolving

relationships

Riassunto. - L’evolversi dei rapporti fra
trasporto marittimo e globalizzazione

I rapporti fra globalizzazione e trasporti sono al tem-
po stesso intensi ed ineguali. In quanto domanda deri-
vata, i servizi di trasporto ricevono un impatto, sotto
molti fondamentali punti di vista, in seguito a processi
che divengono sempre piu globali. I trasporti containe-
rizzati si conformano alle attese generate dalla globaliz-
zazione, e in particolare all’allungamento e all’intensi-
ficazione dei collegamenti, nonché alla crescente omo-
geneizzazione, mediante dimensioni spaziali ineguali e
differenziate da regione a regione. E viceversa possibile
che la globalizzazione venga a sua volta plasmata dal
trasporto containerizzato. Per comprendere Peffettivo
svolgimento dei processi generali occorre in conclusio-
ne tener presenti le diversita locali, che su questi proces-
si esercitano un indubbio impatto.

Introduction

Globalization is a term that is so widely used
today that its meaning is hard to define with any
degree of clarity. For example, a recent book pro-
vided 35 different definitions of the term (Street-
en 2001, 173). Despite it being a word so overused
that it is meaning has become obscure, it is evi-
dent that the process of globalization has drawn
the academic interest of a very wide range of dis-
ciplines. Globalization is recognised in the eco-
nomics and business literature as promoting the
financial and commercial expansion of a world
economy that has become increasingly integrated.
From manufacturers whose raw materials come
from all around the world and who produce and

sell their products in an international market-
place, to the banks and financial institutions that
move capital between continents, the contempo-
rary economy seemingly knows no boundaries.
This process is also recognised in the fields of
politics, where global issues shape the relation-
ships between states (Dunn 1995), in the environ-
ment, where many forces of change are seen to be
at a planetary scale, and in culture, where the in-
fluence of TV, cinema and the Internet are dif-
fused across the globe (Friedman 1994, Scott
1997). Even terrorism has gone global, thanks to
Al Qaeda, and the recent outbreak of SARS is a
further clear signal of globalization!

From a wide set of disciplinary studies, several
key features of globalization emerge. First there is
a spatial expansion of linkages. Industrialists as-
semble components from around the world (Dick-
en 2002), and political relationships between
States have been stretched (McGraw & Lewis
1992). Second, there has been a growing intensity
or deepening of linkages of all kinds, from the
commercial to political and cultural. Third, there
is a growing homogeneity of relationships. In cul-
tural and communication studies, for example,
globalization is seen by some as a force for stand-
ardisation and homogeneity. The threat of Amer-
ican cultural hegemony is seen to arise out of such
global communications technologies as television,
movies and the Internet. In commercial and in-
dustrial relationships similar consequences arise.
Companies serving global markets adopt stand-
ardised operational and marketing procedures
that allow them to carry on business in disparate
regions (Dicken 2002).
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