





number of key posts in the Law Courts, the media,
the schools, the universities, where entire faculties
are invariably of one colour, and non-communists
are sometimes afraid to express their opinions.

Another adverse consequence was that the en-
suing lack of political turnover inevitably brought
forth corruption: governments lasted just a few
months (so very little real government activity
took place after 1960), but the people in power
were invariably the same (unless thev died), so
that opportunities for squeezing money out of the
State were very promising, ann the probability of
discovery appeared low. “Tangentopoli” (bribe-
town) ensued, when the Communists thought to
be able to destroy judicially all other parties and
take over. However, the unrest of that fateful 30th
June — in spite of having brought forth such dras-
tic changes — took place in one day only, was con-
fined to the central De Ferrari Square and did not
involve the common citizens and the production
structures to any considerable extent.

The unrest of the 30th of June was obviously
engineered by the Communist Party. On the con-
trary, the three days of true “intifada” of 2001 defy
a single ideological label. Due to the deep ideolog-
ical and political coma of the Left at worldwide
level, the ideological hues of the various antago-
nist movements have become extremely diversi-
fied. They also seem far more vital than the organ-
ized parties of the left. The latter appear rather
inclined to side with the movements (sometimes
passively, occasionally with doubts and criticism},
rather than being able to shape and control them.

The “official” Left in a quandary

In order to put such weakness and confusion of
the “official” Left into proper focus, it is useful to
consider some remarks coming just from men by
no means belonging to the Right. On the Espresso,
a journal well known for its relentless attacks and
coarse mockeries against Berlusconi and his fam-
ily, as well as totally bent on sanctify the judges of
the Milan pool, Giampaolo Pansa commented at
the time: “When the history of the chaotic days of
Genoa will be written, someone will have to re-
member that the last political event immediately
before that, has been the utterly grotesque news
that the leading politicians of the “Democratici di
sinistra” (the post-communist party), on the
evening of Tuesday July 17, had decided to take
part ot the demonstrations against the “Empire of
Evil” called G8. And they invited to march not only
the heads of the party, ie themselves, but also their

followers. Why do I sav this is grotesquer Because,
when they had Italy under their sway and Massimo
D’Alema was the premier, the “Democratici di sin-
istra” were precisely those who offered to host the
meeting in “a leftwing city”, that’s to say Genoa.
Because if the leaders of the “Oak” (the symbol of
the post-communist party), had won the elections
on May 13, they would now be sitting in the very
heart of the “red zone”, close to Emperor Bush
and the other vice-Emperors. Because now the
post-communist bosses, on tow of people like Ag-
noletto and Casarini, are putting under siege their
comrades of the European left, Blair, Jospin,
Schroeder. What happened at the Botteghino of
via Nazionale (the Roman headquarters of the
post-communists) was explained by someone who
knows very well the twisted post-communist phys-
iology: Armando Cossutta. He said to the journal-
ists: ‘No wonder, my boys, the congress is at hand.
The Left wing of the party does not want to be
overtaken by the environmentalists. The rest of
the party does not want to be overtaken by its Left
wing’. Hence the slogan: en masse to Genoa! To
pick up a few votes to the Left. And above all, if we
wish to recall the curse of an old slogan, in order
not to have any enemies on the Left.” (Vespa 2001:
406-407).

On the special issue of Limes dedicated to the
facts of Genoa, Antonio Pennacchi, an old revolu-
tionary of “Servire il popolo”, today a supporter of
the post-communists, wrote: “The support of the
former communists to “no global” protests cries
revenge before God: it is simply a pendant of Sep-
tember 8 and the flight of the Savoia, is a breach
of the social pact, is the dissolution of the sense of
the State. We have organized G8, and have wanted
it in Genoa to satisfy comrade Burlando. Had we
won the elections, Rutelli would have gone there
instead of Berlusconi. If Bertinotti had not broken
the unity of the Left, D’Alema would have been
there. And you dare to protest? The Head of the
police and the commander of the Carabinieri had
been appointed by us. They were our people. As —
for instance — Zaccaria and Fabio Fazio. And you
talk of Pinochet? But had there been the dictator-
ship of the proletariate I wanted, you would have
been the first to be sent to Siberia ...” (Vespa 2001,
p. 407).

The antagonist movements
In spite of their extreme diversification, all

movements, from the more “pacifist” to the openly
violent ones, concur to form a synergic self-rein-
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